Unit

Aims and Objectives

In this unit you will learn:

1. Genre/Style: Exposition

2. Word Power: Prefix & Conversion

3. Grammar: Concessive Clauses

4. Writing Skill: Exposition (1)

5. Translation Skill: Be Aware of False Friends

6. Reading Skill: Introduction to Effective Reading

Brief Introductions to the Texts

_JJ he first article in this unit Books points out the importance of learning to read at a
young age, and making reading a lifelong habit. The author pleads for government
and family support for reading and having many books available.
The second passage by Dave Barry, Cannons, Cell-Phone and Zippers is an attempt
by the author to use humor to make the point that sometimes technology goes too far.
The last passage What Does a Credit Card Bring Us? by Eillton Henley is a brief
but excellent article about credit cards. The author explains how credit cards work and
points out both the positive and negative reasons for having them.
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APart A ™ Intensive Reading

R eading

Whole class activity: Why do we read?

Pre-Reading

Pairwork: There is a reading method known as SQ3R. Discuss with your partner

what SQ3R stands for?

Reading and Thinking

Books

l‘; nowledge may be acquired through conversation, watching
=% television or travelling, but the deepest and most consistent
way is through reading. If we consider the literate population of the
world, we may conclude that a few spend their whole lives on aca-
demic reading; many read something light for pleasure, a few dip into
something more serious now and then; while very many men, women
and children never advance beyond the sports page of a newspaper, a
fashion article or the comics.

If you have learned to love books as a child, the reading habit
will never desert you. But if this has not been your good fortune, you
tend to think of reading as a bore. A few, but very few, come to the

Can you use another verb to
replace the verb “advance”
without changing the mean-
ing of the sentence?
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habit late in life. The circumstances which help to set a child on the
path to the literary adventure are: a life even barely above real poverty,
so that there is scope in the family for thoughts and activities not
wholly devoted to the struggle for making a living; the availability of
free books either in the home or in public library; and the possession
of a character both curious and independent.

In order to desire to read one must be curious. A few children are
able to keep this curiosity and their mental independence alive de-
spite the educational system of their country. But many fail to do so
either because of an overstrict system where what is most important
is memory work; or because of a careless and lazy one where even
the basic disciplines of literacy are ignored in the sacred name of free
expression. It is a wonder that at least a few children survive their
schooling and emerge as people who can think, people who are open-
minded and knowledgeable.

Thus, various circumstances are not favorable for the reading
habit. And we may add to this the worldwide atmosphere of violence
and anarchy, the New Dark Age' in which we live today. Many of us
no longer have the peace of mind necessary to a quiet hour with a
book. But it is precisely because of our present troubles that we should
read. How, otherwise, are we to understand the nature of hatred, of
cruelty, of power politics? How, otherwise, are we to take a stand on
the serious question of individual freedom and authority? How,
otherwise, are we to comprehend and perhaps solve these urgent prob-
lems that face us?

Ideally then, an education system should be one in which the
love of learning, rather than the acquisition of facts, is cultivated; one
in which the spirit of enquiry is encouraged. Ideally, family and gov-
ernmental policy should be to see that we have a great number of
books—any books. A person with a book is a real person alive on the
earth; without a book he is a fool. (479 words)

Intensive Reading

Do you have something to

add to the already men-
tioned circumstances?

What does the author mean
by “despite the educational
system of their country”?

Can you give some examples
of violence and anarchy in
the contemporary world?

Is there anything special in
the style of this paragraph?

1. Dark Age: the period in European history from about AD 476 (the fall of Rome) to about AD 1000, believed to be
lacking in knowledge and agk i 20 R (5 205 11k, PEIAH R Bk BREAL) 5 Rl k2
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NEW WORDS
acquire /o'kwaia/ vt.  to gain, to come to acquilR %S, 3kfe;
A literate Mitorit/ a. able to read or writé§ 1 EHE DY
well-educatedf XL 1&F: 1Y
dip /dip/ vt.  (dipped; dipping) to put sth. in/into a liquid for a momghtzz
vi. todrop slightly7s T, B
fashion /'fefon/ n. manner)3;, £+ ; may of dressing or behaving that is

popular at a certain timgfrgks\, BHEFEGRE, I
of comedy=.Jfy; funny#gFfEry
n. children’s magazine with sets of funny drawidg /% i ;
comedian=-J{# 7
desert/di'za:t/ vt. to leave (a place) empty, to leave (people) crugllg, it
FE, 43, toleave military service without permission
M FRNEE, HEE (HRSF)
vi.  FRhZE, EERSY
literary /litorori/ a. of literaturesz2® () A9, of writersse AR, BESH
wholly /'hauli/ ad. completely, entirelyz 4, 435
possessiopa'zefon/ n ownershipitf, 54 property (pl.) 5 H4
curious /'kjuarios/ a. eager to learf-Z7 1Y, HF=RAnA; peculiardy iy, FharHy
overstrict /ouva'strikt/ a. o T AR Y
a

comic /'komik/

o

* sacred/'seikrid/ holy t#12£1"; connected with religiopZZ ¥ ; solemngifi
EAFRALHY

emerge/i'ma:dz/ vi. (from) come ouiZEl, HIL; (of facts) become knowri
AE) R, TR, (L) R

A anarchy 'fenoki/ n. absence of government or contlel ik &, JEEL, T©
B

precisely /pri'saisli/ ad. exactlylE#f, A1

hatred /heitrid/ n. hatefit &, iR

cruelty /kru:alti/ n. (to sh/sth.) behavior that causes pain or suffering to others,

especially deliberateli& 2., 5%



Intensive Reading

urgent /'o:dzont/ a. calling for immediate attentiof g1y, LSZEHY
cultivate kaltiveit/ vt. to break up landft{E, 3%3%, F7%8; to improve or develop
by careful attention, training, or stud¥yzz, PG, k&

enquiry/inquiry n. question, requedtfy, ifj[a]; survey, investigatioffiz:
/in'kwaiari/
PURASES
dip into to read a book for a short tinfi§{#E &%, H%E; to use up
(money){tEk
come to the habit to form the habit graduafiys =1 i
set sh. on the path to to lead on the way to do or bedpiie\ 5| |- B
make a living to earn a living; to live by some meghs:
in the name of using the authority off------ Ve
take a stand on to express one’s attitude toward an opinieg®n----- HIT3g,
FAEE
see (to it) that to make sure of sthiEE:, 53], RiEE
EXZERCISES

Readling Comprehension

Are the following statements true or false? Mark “T” before a true statement and
“F” before a false one.
1. In the author’s opinion, a child can be set on the path of literature with the guidance of

a good teacher.

2. Most children fail to keep their curiosity and mental independence alive because of the
educational system in their country.

3. The author thinks that people’s peace of mind necessary to read books is disturbed by
many present troubles.

4. In line 10, “good fortune” refers to being born into a rich family.

5. In line 29, “the New Dark Age” refers to the lack of knowledge and art in the present
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age.
6. The author argues that what should be encouraged is a love of learning rather than

mere memory work.

Task 4

Raise questions that match the following answers.

1. ?
One can acquire knowledge through reading, travelling, conversation, net-surfing, etc.

2. ?
Those who can read and write form the literate population of the world.

3. ?

One needs to possess a character both curious and independent in developing one’s reading
habit.
4, ?
There is academic reading, serious reading, bedtime reading, etc.
5. 9
An ideal education system should be one in which the love of learning and the spirit of

enquiry are cultivated and encouraged.
6. ?
A person with a book is a real person alive; without a book he is a fool.
The article “Books” consists of five paragraphs. From the list of headings below
choose the most suitable heading for each paragraph.
N.B. There are more headings than paragraphs so you will not use them all.

List of Headings
A. Circumstances of forming a child’s reading habit
B. Reading, the only way to acquire knowledge
C. Effect of two educational systems on keeping a child’s curiosity
D. An ideal educational system
E. People’s different tastes towards reading
F. The importance of reading at the present time
G. The advantages of overstrict educational system

Paragraph 1



Intensive Reading

Paragraph 2
Paragraph 3
Paragraph 4
Paragraph 5
Vocabulary and Strcture
Give synonyms and antonyms to the following words.
A. synonyms:
1. available 2. curious 3. cultivate
4. urgent 5. precisely 6. ignore
B. antonyms:
1. consistent 2. strict 3. knowledgeable
4. literate 5. open-minded 6. fortune
Task 7

Add the correct prefix to each of the following words, making it opposite in mean-
ing to the original one.

il- fortune consistent
dis- literate curious
mis- pleasure important
un- dependent possible
in- favorable possession
im- available

Word formation can be mainly divided into three categories: conversion, derivation and

compounding. Conversion means making a word change from one part of speech into an-

other part of speech.

Tell what part of speech of the italicized word is in each of the following sen-

tences and translate it into Chinese.

1. We live in an age of rapid technological advance.

2. An advanced class is a school class which is doing work of a higher standard than is usual for
students at that stage in their education.

3. We have advanced greatly in our knowledge of the universe.

4. Despite trucks and helicopters, the camel is still man’s best friend in the desert.
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5. He has become so rude that his friends are deserting him.

6. We all desire health and happiness.

7. The only thing that I have observed to be without limit is the businessman’s desire for profits.
8. Doctors have discovered that keeping a pet can do wonders for your health.

9. She could barely conceal her wonder as she gazed around the richly decorated room.

10. He is starting to wonder whether he did the right thing in accepting this job.

[Task 9

Fill in the blanks with appropriate prepositions.
1. Perfection can be acquired practice.
2. Whenever he is asked to write an experiment report, he seldom goes two pages.
3. The boy did not talk much in class, but he emerged one of the best students upon
graduation.

. What stand are you going to take this issue?

. When did you come the habit of getting up so early?

. I haven’t read that book properly. I’ve only dipped it.

. He was set the path to a sports career when he was a teenager.

. The criminal was executed in the name the law.

. The bad weather added the difficulty of the job.

10. What am [ do in such a situation?

Task 10
Translate the following sentences into English.

WAF, FATATCAM A 28R . AT . U FNEE . — A 475 rT DMERAT 2 ph BT
M SHENTAE B —8), H£2RAE O WA BRAERE TR KRR FE Z—, FERINLO
TR, A -BREEIRA TS E . MM .ORIE, BREBCD IR
Jask 11
There are altogether 10 mistakes in the following passage. You may have to change
a word, add a word or delete a word. Mark out the mistakes and put the correc-
tions in the blanks provided. If you change a word, cross it out and write the
correct word in the corresponding blank. If you add a word, put an insertion mark
(a) in the right place and write the missing word in the blank. If you delete a word,
cross it out and put a slash (/) in the blank.

O 0 3 N L B~



About Reading Books

By Virginia Woolf

It is simple enough to say that since books have classes—fiction,
biography, poetry—we should separate them and take from each what
it is right that each should give us. Yet few people ask books what
books can give us. Most common we come to books with blurred and
divided minds, asking of fiction that it shall be true, of poetry that it
shall be false, of biography that it shall be flattering, of history that it
shall enforce our own prejudices. If we could banish all such precon-
ceptions when we read, that would be an admire beginning. Do not
dictate to your author; try to become him. Be his fellow-worker and
accomplice. If you hang back, and reserve and criticize at first, you
are prevented yourself from getting the fullest possible value from
what you read. And if you open your mind as widely as possible, then
signs and hints of almost imperceptible fineness, from the twist and
the turn of the first sentences, will bring you into the presence of a
human being unlike any other. Steep yourself in this, acquaint your-
self with this, and soon you will find that your author is giving you, or
attempting to give you, something far definite. The thirty-two chap-
ters of a novel — if we consider how to read a novel first—is an
attempt to make something as formed and controlled as a building:
but words are more impalpable than bricks; reading is a longer and
more complicated process than see. Perhaps the quickest way to un-
derstand the elements of what a novelist is doing is not to read, but
write; to make your own experiment with the dangers and difficulties
of words. Recall, then, some event that has left a distinct impression
on you — how at the corner of the street, perhaps, you passed two
people talking. A tree shook; an electric light danced; the tone of the
talk was comic, but also tragic; a whole vision, an entire conception,
seemed contained in that moment.

Intensive Reading

10




Unit

1 Books

Grammar

Task 12
Choose the best conjunction to fill in the blank of each of the following sentences.

no matter how/however whichever whatever whether
whenever while though as

1. In a word, the prospects are bright, the road has twists and turns.

2. our motherland needs us, we will respond to her call.

3. You must finish this experiment today, way you do it.

4. Capable he is, he can’t complete the work all by himself.

5. busy the professor is, he often takes time off to give talks on popular science.

6. All matter, state it is in, has two things in common: it takes up space and has weight.
7. The chemical composition of water is H,O it is solid, liquid, or water vapor.

Complete the following sentences by translating the concessive clauses into
English.

1. BSR ML B i34 1, we will give him some help anyway.

2. He is able to catch every word the announcer Saifsfthiii /54 £k,

3. RE X LM B IS [RE R4k, we must, nevertheless, allow for such expansions

in many cases.

4. There is energy working around us all the tiié5 #& {12 & & iR F],

5. A1 fbik N 4 11, we do not believe him.

6. You will meet with difficulties 4/~ /R 2% FH WA 5 i .

7. R R REFRRKIME/N, they are really large bodies.

8.3 BRI A L A\ 2 4npt, itis not true of all.

9. NEIRLES 2 15 i Ff, we have to recheck them.
10. —MHBFEEEFRE LI L 445 24, is a combination of several simple devices.
11. 405 255, it will bend or break under the action of a strong force.
12. A& i anfar, we must have all the data ready for the experiment by then.



