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Slicing the PSD
We're finally ready to begin slicing our PSD. Take a moment to look over the design
in Photoshop. Try to pinpoint each image that will be needed.

Remember, many features can be recreated with CSS; so be creative.

The Plan

As I see it, we’ll need the following items:
1. Navigation icons

2. Logo

3. Light box image

4

. All of the headings and their respective icons

1 !

J

J
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5. “Recent Work”snapshot

6. Smaller logo within the footer

7. Background gradients

Other than the seven items listed above, everything else can be recreated with simple
CSS!

Photoshop

Let’s visit Photoshop and begin! When it comes to “slicing” PSDs, there are two
acceptable practices:

1. The first group believes that you should use Photoshop’s “slice”tool to get the job
done. It was created specifically for this function, so why not use it?

2. The second prefers to use a mixture of cropping, and copy/paste methods, because
they feel that it makes for a quicker process.

Both methods are perfectly valid. 1 recommend that you try both, and choose which
ever proves to be fastest... for you. I typically use the second method. As such, that’s

what you’ll be using in this book!

Ll

e @

L

9 @

We'll begin by grabbing the logo. Within the layers palette, open the “Lightbox”

UL

folder and search for the “Light”and “Box” layers.
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Okay, now make sure that you're working along for this next part. It’s the only way
that you’ll remember the following steps.

1. You’ll see that the logo is split into two layers. Click in the small square icon
within the first layer. You’ll immediately see the marching ants.

2. While still holding Command/Ctrl, press and hold the Shift key, and click inside of
the square icon of the next layer.

3. While still holding Command/Ctrl and Shift, press the letter “C”to copy the layers.

4. Let go of Shift, and now press “N. ”This will create a new document.

5. A new document dialog will appear, with the width and height values specifically
set to the dimensions of your selection.

Press Enter, and finally Command/Ctrl V, to paste the contents into the new
document. Ta da!

The “Save for Web”Pattern

If you're somewhat new to Photoshop., all of these keyboard shortcuts might be a bit
daunting. We could just as easily have utilized the toolbar locations for each command.
However, this way is better, and is how the pros work!

Now is the perfect time to take a moment and memorize this pattern. You will use it
many times. From this page on, this series of commands will be referred to as “The
Pattern”.

1. Find your desired layers.

2. Press and hold Control or Command.

3. Click inside of the square icon of the layer.

4, If you need to copy multiple layers, hold Shift and click in the square icon of the
next layer. Repeat as necessary.

5. Press Comm/Ctrl+ Shift+C to copy the layer(s).

6. Press Comm/Ctrl N to create a new document.

7. Press Comm/Ctrl V to paste in the new layer.

Practice this several times until the pattern has been committed to memory. Once
you've done so, continue on.

Returning to our project, you should now have a new document containing the logo on
top of a white background.

We obviously don’t want that ugly white background; so click on the eyeball next to

the “background” layer to deselect it. To save this image, go to File—>Save for Web
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and Devices—or be a pro and press Control+ Shift+ Alt+S (or Command + Shift+
Option+S for Mac users).

In order to save an image with partial or full transparency, we have two options: GIF
and PNG. Years ago, GIF was the standard option.

However, in recent years, PNG has proven to be the smartest decision for a couple of
reasons:

e Compression is far more efficient than GIFs.

+ The PNG-24 format offers variable (Calpha) transparency, rather than 100%

transparent or opaque pixels.

In this case, we want to make sure that the edges around our logo are perfect. PNG-
24 is the correct choice. If, on the other hand, you don’t need to render transparency,
PNG-8 would be the smarter (and lighter) choice.

Best Practices for Image Types

r— Preseti  [Unnamed] v
I.n-hml
o csonfE )
mos o[ 0% 7]}
e -

I B
wesn 1]

| T T T, e ———— »

o

:

1. JPEG—Photos and images with gradients.

2. GIF—Only needed when image is animated.

3. PNG-8—The best choice for graphics without transparency.

4, PNG-24—Larger file size, but renders transparency and image quality perfectly.
Transparency not supported in IE6 and below.

&

Name the image “logo. png”, and save it to the “images” folder of your project.

Congratulations; one down!

| Name Datetaken  Tags

Faverite Links

Ei Documents

=| Pictures

B Music

% Recently Changed

BB Searches logo.png
& Public




Next, let’s grab all of our navigation icons.

Once again, with “Auto Select” enabled, click on the tiny “house”icon, and then
follow the exact same steps as listed in “The Pattern” (page 36). It’s as simple as that.
Because you took a few moments to memorize these keyboard strokes, you’ll find yourself
slicing and dicing in record time!

Using this same technique, save the remaining navigation icons to your images folder.

CSS Sprites

Though not entirely necessary, it’s considered a best practice to use CSS “sprites”
when possible. Don’t worry if you don’t know what these are just yet. While we’ll go
through them in more detail later, here is a quick definition:

Sprites allow us to group multiple images into one. Then, when the browser loads the
page, it only needs to load one large image, rather than several smaller ones. Fewer
HTTP requests equal faster page loads!

With a sprite image, we can use background positioning in conjunction with the
width/height properties to “frame”only our desired piece of the image. Ultimately, this
means that our page loads faster! Now, let’s move on to the “What We Do”section of the

home page.
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What We Do

1.

What we do

/s Web Development

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur
adipisicing elil, sed do eiusmad tempor incidi-
dunt ut labore 1 dolore magna aliqua. Lorem
ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur.

M Graphics
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amel, consectelur
adipisicing elit, sed do elusmod tempor incidi-
dunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Lorem
ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur.

@ Usability Design

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur
adipisicing elil, sed do elusmod tempor incidi-
dunt ut labore &t dolors magna aliqua. |orem
psum dolor sit amet, consectatur.

Click on the “Web Development”heading. In this case, we need to grab both the

title and the icon to the left. To do so, once again hold down Command / Control and click

on the layer to select the text.

2.

Next, hold down the “Shift”key and click on the icon layer as well (just below the

text layer). Now, both layers will be selected simultaneously.

3.
4.

Repeat “The Pattern”to create a new document and paste in the heading.

Before you save, we need to add the other two headings as well. That’s what

makes it a sprite.

5.
6.
7.
8.

In the menu bar, go to Image—Canvas Size.
Check “Relative”and change the unit of measurement to “Percent. ”
Set the anchor to the top-middle.

Within the “height”textbox, type 200. This will stretch our canvas so that it’s two times

as large as its current form. This will allow us to conveniently place two more headings.

o cwmassee
— Current Size: 564.4K

Width: 4.847 inches

Height: 7.666 inches (cancel )

— New Size: 1.65M
w0 | (percent 18
Height: | 200 [percent b8
™ Relative
socer: <~

AR RS

Cams exension clr: (sackoround T80
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9. Return to your original PSD tab, and perform the same steps for the “Graphics”
heading and icon. However, this time, rather than creating a new document, simply copy
them and then return to your sprites PSD and paste. Repeat this process one last time for
the “Usability Design”heading and icon.

When finished, you should end up with this:

o IebDevelopment
W - Grophics

o UsobiiEy Design

L1

e

Footer

Next, let’s grab the logo from the footer.

You should be a pro at this by now. Just auto-select the layer, and follow “The
Pattern. ”Simple!

Backgrounds

Now that we've gathered most of our images, we only need to grab our backgrounds,
and we’'ll be finished.

1. Select the marquee tool, or press “M”.

2. With all the layers turned on, go to Layer—Flatten Image.

3. Select a long strip of the background. It only needs to be a few pixels wide or so.
We'll use CSS to repeat this pattern for the entire width of the window. Once you’ve done
so, once again follow “The Pattern”to save for the web.

4, The only other background we need is the one from the “container”section. It may
look like a solid color, but it’s actually made up of subtle gradients. Remember—subtlety
is key here! As before, grab a thin and long strip and follow “The Pattern. ”

That’s it for Now

Believe it or not, we've just finished the bulk of our slicing. Though we’ll need to
return for a few loose ends, the rest of the job can be done with CSS!

Revising our HTML

Now that we have all of these images at our disposal, we need to update our index.
html document accordingly. Mostly, we’ll be using the “background” CSS property to
place images, however we do need to insert two image tags directly into our markup. Find
the div with an id of “slogan”. This section needs to be updated in order to include the
image of the Light Box.

< div id = "slogan">
< hl >< a href = "index. htm1"> Light Box </a></hl >

< img src = "images/box. png" alt = "Light Box" />
< p=>Hi, we're LightBox, a completely made up design agency that specializes in fresh, clean web

design and graphics.

1 !
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< a href = "about. htm1"> Find out more.</a>
</p=>
</div><! —— end slogan —— >

Next, we must include the “Recent Work” image. Append the “image_display” div

with our newly sliced image.

< div class = "image display"><! —— needed to apply a border to both the image and the edges
round the padding ——>

< img src = "images/recentWork/recentWorkl. jpg" alt = "Recent Work" />

</div>

Lastly, we must add the source for the logo within the footer.

< div id = "footerLogo">

<a href ="">< ing src =
</div>

' images/footerLogo. png" alt = "Light Box" /></a>

With that done, we've completed the mark-up for our home page!

View it in the browser, and you'll see:

() = T C L ML BCL [ i/ /Users jeftwaviis » JRLCE GooQ ]

- E ] o i &

Wt Do Mk, Lt 4, g S | v o P

From From Photoshop to HTML by Jeffrey Way.
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