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Abstract: This atticle argues that the notion of life form as proposed by Susanne Langer both
inherits and transcends traditional Western literary theories. Being deep-rooted in
philosophical genealogy, it punctually reverses the negative impact made by mainstream
theory of formalism and “the linguistic turn” in the twentieth century. What is far more
important is its theoretical significance to critical and aesthetic construction in the post-
metaphysical era. It can not only activate China’s classical literary theoties on a large scale
so as to generate a life-otiented literary theoretic system but also free aesthetics from the
binaty constraints such as matetialism vs. idealism, rationalism vs. irrationalism, and the
absolute vs. the relative. Breaking through the conventions of Western aesthetics, the
notion of life form can be based on Chinese culture and the mindset of Taoism which
might be seen as a typical culture of the other by the West so as to reconstruct a new kind

of life aesthetics.

Key words: life form; critical and aesthetical reconstruct; Taoist thinking and research
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