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Abstract: This article focuses on a exploratory
textual interpretation of the ancient Chinese
architectural theory. Based on the Vitruvius's
triad on western architecture and Ruskin’s
“Seven Lamps of Architecture”, this paper
presents the parallel “Three Principles” of
Chinese architecture covering civil engineer -
ing and hydraulic engineering as well. Deri -
ving from these three principles the ancient
Chinese people’s ten basic pursuits on
architecture are also discussed. It is sug-
gested by this paper to entitle them China’s
Ten Lamps of Ancient Architecture.
Keywords: Three Principles of Architecture,
Ten Lamps of Architecture, Moral Perfection,
Ritual and Pleasure, Aesthetics, Taste,
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