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Far out in the ocean, the water is blue and clear.
White sands cover the bottom of the sea. Wonderful
trees and flowers of all colors grow under the water.

And fish, large and small, swim among the branches.
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Once upon a time, there was a beautiful palace in
the deep ocean. The walls were made of coral and
the roof was covered with shells. A Sea King and his
six beautiful daughters lived there.

His wife had died many years ago, so his old
mother took care of them. She loved her six

granddaughters, the little sea princesses.




The sea princesses were pretty girls, but the youngest
was the prettiest. She had long golden hair. Her eyes
were blue like the sea. And her voice was the most
beautiful of all the sea folk.’

But, like her sisters, she had a long fish tail.

Therefore they were known as mermaids.”
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Every day, the sea princesses played in the palace.
Beautiful sea flowers grew out of its walls. Fish
swam through the windows to play with them.
Sometimes the princesses swam to the shipwrecks
on the ocean floor. They collected gold coins,

statues and other pretty items.
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One day, the Little Mermaid found a

white stone figure of a handsome
boy on the seabed.

She took it to her grandmother.
“It is just like the people on the
land,” " said her grandmother.
“Really?” said the Little
Mermaid. “They must be

beautiful! I want to see them!”

s She placed the stone figure in the
middle of her garden. She planted

pretty flowers around it.
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She also liked the stories about the flying fish called Birds.
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The Little Mermaid loved to hear the stories about
the world above the sea. She was a curious girl.
Her old grandmother told her about the people,
the ships and the cities. But, most of all, she liked
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flowers. She also liked the stories g;?ﬂ%ﬁ?iﬁ@%@i
about the flying fish called Birds.?

She often looked up through the dark water.
Sometimes she could just see the moon and stars.

“I want to see all these wonderful things,” she said.
“When you are fifteen, you can go,” said her

grandmother. “Then you can sit on the rocks in the

moonlight and watch the ships sailing by.”
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When each sister turned fifteen, they swam to the
surface of the water. Then they returned to tell the
others about their adventures. The youngest sister
always loved to hear their stories the most.

“Oh, I want to be fifteen!” she said. “I’d love to see
the world above the sea.'I'd love to see the people,
the flowers and the flying fish!”

At last, her fifteenth birthday arrived.

“Come! Let me dress you like your sisters,” *said her

grandmother.
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I would love to see the world above the sea.
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Come! Let me dress you like your sisters.
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She put pearls around the Little Mermaid’s neck.
And she combed her long golden hair. Finally, she
put white lilies in her hair.

“Why must | wear these white lilies?” she asked. “I
really wanted the red flowers from my garden.”
“They represent royalty,” said her grandmother. “You
are a princess and must wear them. Now, you look

beautiful. You can go!”

“I will, Grandmother,” she called. “Goodbye.” @
Then she swam up through ‘

the water.
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The sun was setting when the Little Mermaid reached
the surface of the water. As she floated on the calm
sea, she saw the evening star twinkling in the night
sky.

She breathed in the cool, fresh air. Then she sat on
a large rock.

She wrapped her long hair around her body and

sang to herself.
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- As she floated on the calm sea, she saw the evening star twinkling
in the night sky.
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* COMPREHENSION
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1. The sea palace was made of coral and shells.
2. Pearls represent royalty.
3. The Little Mermaid found a white stone girl statue.
4. The Little Mermaid liked to hear the stories about the

land.

e SUMMARY
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Far out in the ocean, there was a ( ). The Sea King and his
six daughters lived there. The sea princesses were beautiful,
but the ( ) was the most beautiful. The Little Mermaid
always wanted to see the ( ) above the sea. At ( ), she

finally could go above the water.

a. fifteen b. youngest
c. world d. palace
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After a while, the Little Mermaid saw a ship sailing
toward her. The sailors dropped anchot. And the
ship moved gently on the calm i‘g‘;?;ﬁ‘“@ﬁi’f*‘i v
sea. Many colored lanterns were lighted on the deck.
“Oh, how wonderful the ship looks,” she

thought, “its colored lights are so pretty!”

Then the Little Mermaid heard music coming from

the ship." She swam to the ship.
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They all looked very excited.

Among them, there was a handsome young man.
He was a Prince and he was having a birthday party.
His big, dark eyes took her breath away. He reminded
her of the stone figure of a boy in her garden.?

“He is very handsome,” she whispered. “I think I

already love him!”
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He reminded her of the stone figure of a boy in her garden.
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All of a sudden, hundreds of fireworks flew through
the air. “Pop! Pop!”

Everyone onboard the ship shouted for joy! The
Little Mermaid was frightened by the noise. So she
dived under the water. But she soon popped up
again and swam back to the ship.

The Little Mermaid kept watching the Prince. She
could not take her eyes off him.

“Oh, how lovely he is! ” ** she exclaimed. “I really
want to speak to him.”

She looked sadly at her long fish tail.

“But I cannot walk on the land. I have no legs!”
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Suddenly, there was a rumble deep down in the
ocean.

“Look out! Beware of the sea!” screamed the Little
Mermaid. But the sailors couldn’t hear her. The ship
was tossed about on the angry sea.' Huge waves
broke over its sides.

“A storm!” shouted the sailors. “Help! Help me!”
The broken masts and sails fell onto the deck.

Some of the sailors fell into the sea. Then the Little

Mermaid saw the young Prince also fall into the sea.
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Finally the ship sank to the bottom of the ocean.
She swam to rescue the Prince.

His eyes were closed when she found him.

“Don’t die, my love,” she whispered. “Don’t die! I
will save you.”

She held his head above the water.” The waves carry
them to the shore. |
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She held his head above the water.
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Soon a group of young women came down to the
beach. The Little Mermaid was frightened and
swam away.
She hid in the water behind some tall rocks. She
waited to see who would find the Prince.
One of the young women found him. She called to
her friends.
“Come quickly! There’s a young man here!”
Then the Prince opened his eyes. He saw the young
woman’s face.
“Thank you... for saving my life,” he whispered to her.
The Little Mermaid watched the Prince
‘ 4 Wake ups He did not know that she had

saved him.” She swam slowly back
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When the Little Mermaid arrived back home, her
worried sisters came to meet her.

“Why are you so late?”

“We thought you were lost in the terrible storm!”
“What happened to you above the water?”

But she remained silent. She stayed in her room for
days. She didn’t eat. She didn’t talk to anyone.

She knew that her love for the Prince was hopeless.

He would never marry a mermaid!
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