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The Beautiful Golden
Statue

RemmE e

The statue of the Happy Prince stood high above
the city on a grand column.

He was very elegant and beautiful.

He was covered with thin pieces of gold.

He had two sparkling blue sapphires for his eyes.
And in the handle of his sword, a large red ruby
shone brightly.

Everyone in the city admired him very much.
“He is as beautiful as a weathercock, but not as’

useful,” said a Town Councilor.
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He is as beautiful as a weathercock.
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“It’s good that someone is happy in this city,” *
a very sad-looking man mumbled.

“You should be like the Happy Prince,”

a mother told her crying boy.

“He never cries. He is always happy.”

“He looks like an angel,”

some children said when they saw the statue.
One winter night, a little Swallow flew over the city.
He was flying to Egypt to meet his friends. They
had left many weeks earlier, but the Swallow
had stayed behind. He had fallen in love with a
beautiful Reed in the early spring.
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She was tall and slim, and lived by the river with
lots of other reeds.

“I love you,” said the Swallow.

He flew around her all through the spring and
summer.

The other swallows thought the little Swallow was
foolish.

“How can you fall in love with a Reed?”

they laughed.
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“Miss Reed has no money and too many relatives,”
they cried.

“She won’t miss you when you fly away to Egypt.”
When autumn arrived, all the swallows flew away.
But the little Swallow stayed behind.

He didn’t want to leave his beautiful Reed.

After a while he felt lonely. He missed his friends.
“She is too quiet,” he said.

“And she is always playing with the wind.

I fear that she does not love me.” '
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One day he asked her,
“Will you come with me to Egypt to play in the sun?”
“No, said the Reed. Ilove my home here.”

“You don’t care about me at all,” said the Swallow.

“I’'m going to see the Pyramidg. Goodbye!”
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That evening,

he arrived in the city of the Happy Prince.

“I’'m very tired, but where can I rest for the night?”
he thought.

“I hope there are lots of good places to sleep

in this city.”
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Then he saw the
statue of the
Happy Prince.
“That looks like a

good place,”
he said.
“It’s high up, and away

from people and animals.
And it has a lot of fresh air.”
The Swallow flew up to the statue, and landed
between the feet of the Happy Prince.
He was amazed at the beauty of the golden statue. '
“It is so beautiful,” he said.
“Now I have a golden bedroom.”
The Swallow was almost asleep when a large drop of

water fell on him.
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“That’s strange,” he said.

“There are no clouds in the sky. The stars are clear
and bright.”

Then he felt another drop.

“This isn’t a good place,” he said.

“I must find somewhere else to sleep.”

But before he could fly away, another
drop fell on him.

He looked up at the golden ?
statue’s face.

Tears were flowing from

the Happy Prince’s eyes

and down his golden

cheeks.
BENERTH MR
a. A drop of water
b. Price’s tears
¢. Morning dowdrop
Q¥R
" be amazed at BT ee-e , IR

He was amazed at the beauty of the golden statue.
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He looked up at the golden statue’s face.
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1. The Happy Prince had two sapphires for his eyes.
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2. A beautiful reed fell in love with the Swallow.

3. The Happy Prince tried to find a place to sleep.
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4. The Swallow thought the Happy Prince was beautiful.

e SUMMARY
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The ( ) statue of the Happy Prince stood above the city on
a column. Everyone in the city ( ) the beauty of the statue.
One winter night, the little Swallow ( ) at the Happy Prince ’s
city while he was flying to Egypt. When the Swallow was

almost asleep between the Prince’s feet, the Prince’s ( )

fell on the Swallow.

a. admired b. tears
c. arrived d. golden
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The Happy Prince

PRET

“Who are you?” asked the little Swallow.

“I'm the Happy Prince,” answered the statue.

“But you don’t look happy,” said the Swallow.
“You're crying, and I almost drowned in your tears.
“I was alive once, said the Happy Prince sadly.

“I lived in a beautiful palace. All day I played in its
magnificent garden, and at night I danced in the
Great Hall. I was very happy there, so my friends
called me the Happy Prince.”
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“Didn’t you see the people of your city?”
asked the little Swallow.

“No,” he replied.
“There were high walls around the garden.
I never went outside. [ never knew about the sorrow

and misery outside of the walls.”
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The Prince continued,

“When I died, the Town Council decided to make a
statue of me. Now I look down on all the ugliness '
and misery in my city. My heart is made of lead,

but I can not stop crying.” *
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“I thought he was made of solid gold,”

thought the Swallow.

But he said nothing.

“I see many terrible things,” said the Prince.

“In the city there is a poor house. Through the
window, I can see a tired woman sitting at a table.
Her face is thin, and her hands are rough. She is

a dressmaker, and is working hard. She is sewing
flowers on a dress for the Queen’s maid-of-honor.
The maid-of-honor is going to wear it to the next
Court Ball.”
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“But her little boy is very sick,” continued the Prince.
“He has a fever, and is crying. She has no money to
buy food. She only has river water to give him.
Swallow, little Swallow, my feet are fixed and I
cannot move. Please take the ruby from my sword,’
and give it to her.”

“But I must fly to Egypt,” said the Swallow.

“My friends are waiting for me. They’ll be flying
up the Nile River now. And they’ll be enjoying the
warm sun and the lotus flowers. Soon they will see
the tomb of the great Egyptian King.”

“Swallow, little Swallow,” said the Prince.

“Please stay with me for one night.

Be my messenger! The boy is ill, and his mother is

very sad.”
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The Swallow looked up at the Happy Prince.

He looked sad, so the little Swallow felt sorry for him.
“It’s cold here,” he said,

“but I will stay with you for one night.

And I will be your messenger.”

“Thank you, little 'Swallow," said the Prince.

So the Swallow took the ruby from the sword.
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He flew over the white stone angels on the
cathedral tower.

He passed by the palace and heard the sound of
music.

Then the Swallow flew over the port and saw the
lights on the ships. He went over the heart of the

city and saw the merchants s_elling' their goods."
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