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The Construction and Implementation of
Talent Cultivation System for Cross-border Distance
Chinese Language Education

Li Wei' Zhang Runzhi® Gu Yandong’

123 Online Education College, Beijing Language and Culture University, 100083

Abstract: With the increase in overseas demand for local Chinese language talents and the continuous
development of new technologies, cross-border distance Chinese language education has gradually
become one of the effective ways to cultivate overseas Chinese language talents. Based on the
long-term practice of cross-border distance Chinese language education, guided by humanistic theory,
outcome-based education, system theory, teaching interaction theory, Chinese as a second language
acquisition theory and cross-cultural communication theory, this paper aims to explore and study the
talent cultivation system for cross-border distance Chinese language education from six aspects:
clarifying the cultivation objectives and standards, setting core education programs, detailed program
design and preparation, program implementation, program evaluation and implementation process
quality assurance. This system has helped to cultivate a large number of high-quality international

Chinese language talents worldwide. The achievements and related experiences have been adopted by
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many education institutions and reported by mainstream media at home and abroad. To some extent, it
reveals the rationality, feasibility and effectiveness of the talent cultivation system, and provides
reference cases for relevant institutions to carry out cross-border distance, and the system enriches the
theoretical and practical achievements of the talent cultivation for cross-border distance Chinese
language education.

Key words: cross-border distance Chinese language education; talent cultivation system
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Abstract: The modernization of Chinese language teaching is cutting-edge and forward-looking. At a
time of rapid modernization, we should re-examine the connotation and extension of modernization of
Chinese language teaching. This paper proposes three levels and nine concepts that should be present
in the modernization of Chinese teaching from the perspective of education modernization and
Chinese education modernization. At the same time, it introduces the complex paradigm and takes a
look at three issues that are easily confused in the study of Chinese teaching modernization with the
three principles of the complex paradigm. It is hoped that the reflection on some of the issues in this
study of modernization of Chinese language teaching will promote a more harmonious and unified
modernization of Chinese language teaching.
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Modernizing the Teaching of Hanyu Pinyin
—Edutainment and Application of Linguistics

Suen Caesar LUN' Bian Kewei’ Gao Qingyu’

!2 City University of Hong Kong * The Hong Kong Polytechnic University

Abstract: This paper introduces how the design concept of Ultraman Heroes’ Paradise optimized the
teaching of Hanyu Pinyin Scheme teaching by integrating the Experiential Learning Theory and the
Generative Learning Theory. In terms of content, this role-playing game (RPG) demonstrates how the
concepts of edutainment and most importantly the phonetic and phonological knowledge of linguistics
is applied. Moreover, the paper provides an introduction and comparison of two other educational
games that are also aimed at children’s pinyin teaching. It also discusses the importance of teaching
Hanyu Pinyin via IPA for adult foreign students.
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A Review of Domestic Digital Chinese Teaching Research in
the Past Decade — A Visual Analysis Based on CiteSpace
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Abstract: The article uses bibliometric methods and the visual analysis software CiteSpace to
statistically analyze more than four hundred papers related to digital Chinese language teaching
research in the databases of CNKI in the past ten years (2012-2021), examining the year of publication,
authors of the papers, sources of the publications, and the research hotspots formed by keyword
clustering and the research trends formed by terminology clustering. It was found that the research on
digital Chinese teaching in China in the past ten years was characterized by a phased multiplication of
the number of articles, a wide distribution of researchers and journals, a relative concentration of
research topics, and continuous refinement of research contents. Based on reviewing the historical
stages of modern educational technology applied to Chinese language teaching, the article also looks
to the future development of digital Chinese language teaching to “digital intelligent” Chinese language
teaching.
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The Effect of Online Learning Platform for International
Chinses Education

Yu Miao' Wang Lei?
12 College of Advanced Chinese Training, Beijing Language and Culture University, 100083

Abstract: Online learning platforms provide learners with digital resources that enable them to learn
anytime and anywhere. Building a scientific and effective Chinese online learning platform plays an
important role in improving the effect of international Chinese education and national language
education ability. In order to explore the teaching effect of the Chinese learning platform, this study
conducted a 6-week teaching comparison experiment in two parallel classes. The experimental class
adopts the teaching mode of “combining online learning with classroom teaching”, while the control
class adopts the traditional teaching mode of “teaching in class and practicing after class”. Experiments
show that the effect of using online learning platform to assist classroom teaching method is not
significantly better than the traditional teaching method. Through interviews, we found that although
learners believed that online platforms were helpful for their Chinese learning, they were not much
satisfied with the platform, mainly because of the content organization, resource recommendation and
learning guidance. Based on the research results, we put forward some suggestions for the construction
of online learning platforms.

Key words: online learning platform; Chinese international education; teaching effect
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Visual Analysis of Research Hotspots and
Development Trends of International Chinese Education
Digital Resources (2000—2021)

Sun Zhaoyang
College of Chinese Language and Culture, Nankai University, 300071

Abstract: By applying the visual metrology software CiteSpace, this paper analyzes the research
results of international Chinese education digital resources collected in the CNKI database. It is found
that the annual number of international Chinese education digital resources published wavelike risen
year by year since 2000 and is expected to continue to increase in the future. Xu Juan, Song Jihua, and
other representative author groups and core research institutions mainly in Beijing were formed. Some
professional periodicals in the field of international Chinese education, the series of “International
Conference on the Modernization of Chinese Language Education” held by the Association for
Modernization of Chinese Language Education, Minzu University of China, Shanghai International
Studies University and other universities are productive in the field of relevant literature. Keywords
such as “MOOC”, “App” and “micro-lecture”, which appear more frequently and have strong
intermediary centrality, represent the research core in this field. Keywords emerging in recent five

CLINNT3

years, such as “MOOC”, “flipped classroom”, “online teaching”, “App” and “Confucius Institute”,
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represent research hotspots in this field in recent years. The field also shows a trend of gradually
refining and accurately matching the personalized needs of learners.
Key words: international Chinese education; digital resources; CiteSpace; research hotspots; development

forecast
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The Process Model and Classroom Activity
Design of the International Chinese Language Smart
Teaching Model
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Abstract: As the formal expression of teaching mode, the teaching process is the core part of
teaching mode design. From the perspective of systems theory, this study longitudinally constructs the
teaching process model of “two lines, three sections and nine links”. From the perspective of typology,
the paper also compares the teaching process widthwise with the traditional classroom and flipped
classroom of international Chinese language education. Finally, according to the characteristics of the

smart teaching mode, the paper designs five types of classroom activities which are “heuristic
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interaction”, “individual generating”, “situational exploration”, “group collaboration” and “game
competition”.
Key words: international Chinese language smart education; teaching process design; classroom

activities design; smart teaching mode; smart classroom
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Research on the Design Characteristics of Tang Feng’s
Award-winning Micro Course of Chinese Grammar
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L2 School of International Chinese Studies, East China Normal University, 200241

Abstract: With the development of internet education, “micro course” has gradually become an
important form of international Chinese online teaching. However, the domestic research on “micro
course” of Chinese as a second language teaching is very insufficient. This paper selects 73 grammar
micro course works won in the “Tang Feng Chinese” micro course competition to investigate the
characteristics of the above micro course from three aspects: overall design, teaching links and
teaching methods. The study found that the existing “micro course” is basically a one-way “teaching
mode”, and the form of classroom practice is single. A considerable number of micro courses are only
simple simulated classroom teaching, and do not give full play to the technical advantages of video,
network and so on. Finally, this paper puts forward some suggestions on the design of micro course.
Key words: Tang Feng Chinese course; micro course; design; characteristic
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Reflections and Suggestions on Chinese Teaching in
Romania Under the Influence of Scientific and
Technological Revolution
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Abstract: Under the impact of COVID-19, traditional classroom teaching has not only been greatly
challenged but also posed new problems for international Chinese education and teaching. In Romania
online Chinese teaching during the period of the epidemic situation as a starting point, through the
contrast before and after the outbreak of Romania’s situation of Chinese teaching, summarizes the
outbreak to Romania, the effects of Chinese teaching, and combined with the questionnaire and
teacher interview, under the analysis of the epidemic situation of online Chinese teaching to the
impact of teachers and students. In the end, the author thinks deeply about how to use science and
technology to improve the effectiveness of online Chinese teaching in Romania under the background
of the epidemic and puts forward some specific suggestions, in order to make a positive exploration
on how Chinese teaching can quickly adapt to global public health emergencies.

Key words: Chinese language teaching in Romania; online education; reflections and suggestions
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LraEbe. 7B H BB R AL 72 B Rk b B YRS AL 7 S e AA in ) 4
R RAEAL T2 B 4 L 727, BRIEZ AN, 84T 14 Far i) L - UIRER 130 2N DUEH
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The Design of Interaction between the Teacher,
the Teaching Assistants, and the Students in the HyFlex
Chinese Course

SUGIE Satoko
Sapporo International University, 0048602

Abstract: With the upgrading of Japanese education policies, the need to promote active learning
approaches (proactive, interactive, and in-depth learning) has been widespread. However, Chinese
language education in Japan has emphasized knowledge learning and skills training. On the other
hand, due to the COVID-19 pandemic over the past two years, the various pedagogical forms and use
of technology in education have become widespread. Nevertheless, face-to-face teaching is strongly
requested in Japanese schools, and the conflict between F2F and remote teaching continues. The
design and data-based analysis of HyFlex Chinese courses have not been adequately investigated in
Japan. This study aims to examine the interaction between teachers, teaching assistants, and students
in a HyFlex Chinese language class for non-Chinese majors. We conducted a preliminary analysis of
the rate of occurrence and content of language communication in the classroom through qualitative
data analysis.

Key words: HyFlex course; content-based instruction; interaction; instructional design
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On the Classification of Modern Chinese Characters Based
on Forms, Sounds and Meanings

Zhang Xiaoheng (retired teacher)
Department of Chinese and Bilingual Studies, Hong Kong Polytechnic University

Abstract: Chinese character classification based on analysis and comparison of character forms, sounds
and meanings is important content and assistance for modern Chinese language learning. This article
discusses some problems of today’s Chinese characters classification methods of this category and
builds up a new method that is more rigorous and comprehensive, followed by further optimization.
Single Chinese characters’ form, sound and meaning comparative relationships are consistently
expressed by prefixes “mono-" or “multi-’; comparison between multiple Chinese characters is
consistently expressed by “homo-" or “hetero-”, in order to make it more concise and easy to use.
Moreover, we briefly discuss the computer implementation of the new classification method, so as to
better support modern Chinese language education and applications.

Key words: modern Chinese; Chinese character form, sound and meaning; Chinese character

classification; computer-assisted Chinese characters classification
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Abstract: The pinyin teaching and learning are very important to the pronunciation of Teaching
Chinese as a Foreign Language. So far, few publications have focused on it, especially in the
foundation programme. This article mainly surveys pinyin teaching and learning to the international
students of the foundation programme of Central China Normal University (CCNU) in 2014 and those
of Wuhan University of Science and Technology (WUST) in 2016, 2017 and 2020. The paper adopts a
questionnaire on teaching and learning pinyin in both CCNU and WUST from 2014 to 2017 and one
structured interview on E-learning in WUST in 2020. The results of four-year research (2014-2017)
via questionnaire have been confirmed by the international students of the foundation programme of
WUST in 2016 and 2017. The questionnaire discusses three issues: duration of pinyin teaching, order
of pinyin presentation and difficult sounds of pinin learning. The findings are as follows. First, the
objective of pinyin teaching has no leading syllabus and it should be adapted according to the
students’ level rather than native-like perfection. Second, Asian students, African students, European
and American students have difficulties in learning pinyin, but in different ways, for example, the
flat-tongue and raising-tongue initials, plus the nasal and lateral initials. Third, it is better to teach and
learn pinyin in context. The structured interview on E-learning in 2020 suggests that E-learning
is characterized by convenience, personalization and interactive participation, while sometimes
E-learning cannot present the process of memorizing pinyin.

Key words: mandarin tones; pinyin presenting; difficult sounds of pinyin learning; pinyin teaching

methods; e-learning

0 Theoretical Background

Regarding the teaching of pinyin, Mr. Lv Bisong (1983) proposed two methods. One is
phoneme teaching. That means teaching pinyin through the initials and the finals, the syllables

and rhyme. The other is teaching pinyin in context. Generally, it is studied pinyin in the context

* This research was Funded by [Hubei Provincial Department of Education] grant number [2020364]. And it was supported by [Wuhan
University of Science and Technology], Internation Courses Programme fund, grant number [202004].
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of semantics. At the 9™ International Chinese Teaching Seminar organized by Hanban (Center
for Language Education and Cooperation) and the International Society for Chinese Language
Teaching in 2008, overseas scholars and domestic scholars had a heated discussion on pinyin
teaching. On one hand, overseas scholars advocated that learning Chinese should be based on
pinyin teaching, while putting aside Chinese characters teaching. Chinese teaching procedure is
based on pinyin, which can reduce the difficulty of Chinese learning. On the other hand, domestic
scholars believed that pinyin was an important learning tool, especially in the earlier stage of
Chinese. However, Chinese characters embody Chinese language and Chinese culture. It is an
important pillar to ensure the continuous development of the Chinese nation. In fact, the arguments
of pinyin and Chinese characters teaching also included the duration of pinyin teaching and the
approach to teaching pinyin. These topics are deserved to explore. Yan Lusheng (2010) who is
trying to create a pinyin text, has been creating the text with pinyin letters. Xiang Ping (2014)
examined five major Chinese textbooks in China (Wan Guo’an, Standard Chinese Course; Li
Xiaoqi, etc., New Chinese Course; Li Dejin, Li Xinxin, Modern Chinese Course,; Read and Write
Textbook, edited by Yang Jizhou; the Chinese language course, the speech part of the “Basic
Chinese Textbook” edited by the Beijing Language Institute), putting forward that many textbooks
have used the pinyin and Chinese characters to compensate for the problem of less linguistic
corpus matching Chinese pinyin system at the beginning. And the textbooks are edited by a mixture
of pinyin and Chinese characters or only new words without texts. Therefore, the problems of
TCFL are as follows. First, in order to maintain the integrity of the pinyin, the teaching content is
affected. Second, it seems to be scattered the difficulty of teaching, but the multi-threads caused
by subdividing related content are also easy to cause confusion. Teachers are trying to give
students complete Chinese sentences and bring a mixture of pinyin, Chinese characters and English,
which is easy to disturb students’ perception of Chinese characters. Finally, Xiang Ping puts

forward that pinyin teaching should solve the problem of pronunciation of pinyin first.

1 Method

This article mainly surveys pinyin teaching and learning to the international students of the
foundation programme of Central China Normal University (CCNU) in 2014 and those of Wuhan
University of Science and Technology (WUST) in 2016, 2017 and 2020.

1.1 The questionnaire

The questionnaire mainly surveys pinyin teaching and learning to the international students
of the foundation programme of Central China Normal University (CCNU) in 2014 by questionnaire
and interview. 132 questionnaires were distributed and 129 questionnaires were returned, with an
effective rate of 97.7%. Then, it surveys pinyin teaching to the international students of the
foundation programme of Wuhan University of Science and Technology (WUST) in 2016 and
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2017 with the same questionnaire. In 2016, 52 questionnaires were distributed to the international
students of WUST and 48 questionnaires were returned, with an effective rate of 92.3%. In 2017,
120 questionnaires were distributed and 113 questionnaires were returned, with an effective rate
of 94.2%. Because of the limitation of article length, in addition, the tendency of results of the
two Grades of WUST international students are similar to the results of Grade 2014 of CCNU,
the paper presents the detailed results of Grade 2014 of CCNU. Actually, the results from the two
Grade of WUST international students confirmed the former results of Grade 2014 of CCNU
international students.

The questionnaire focuses on the duration of pinyin teaching, the order of pinyin presenting

and difficult sounds of pinyin learning.

1.2 The structured interview

Due to the pandemic of COVID-19, online teaching substituted classroom instruction. The
author adopted one structured interview of 17 students on E-learning in 2020 online.

2 Analyses and Results

Based on the data of CCNU above, the author designed the questionnaires of pinyin,
analyzing them by SPSS 23.0.

2.1 The duration of pinyin teaching

Relating to the duration of teaching pinyin, it contains the following questions:

Q1. Teachers should take one week to teach pinyin (21 initials and 39 finals).

Q2. Teachers should take two weeks to teach pinyin (21 initials and 39 finals).

Table 1 shows that an1’s Std. Deviation (1.18253) is lower than an2’s(1.25469). Inspections
of the two answer Means indicated that more students agreed with taking one week to teach
pinyin. Moreover, teachers who are teaching the foundation Chinese, were also agree to
one-week teaching pinyin. The concept of “completing pinyin” means teaching 21 initials and 39
finals, while pinyin teaching should be continued in the following courses. Pinyin notes the new
words which take two months after starting the class. With the development of teaching, it should
increase the proportion of teaching Chinese characters. After two months, there is little pinyin in
TCFL. It only appears to note the difficult words.

Table 1 Descriptive Statistics

n Minimum Maximum Mean Std. Deviation
anl 129 1.00 5.00 3.0078 1.18253
an2 130 1.00 5.00 2.7692 1.25469

Valid N (listwise) 129 — — — _
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2.2 The order of pinyin presentation

Relating to this question, the author designed two questions:

Q2. Teachers should teach initials, finals, tones, then syllables.

Q3. Teachers should teach the syllable in the words or context, then learn the initials, finals
and tones.

The author divided the students into Asian group, African group and other-group (European-
American group) according to their place. The results suggested that there was no significant
difference among the three groups on the an12. The mean of the three groups was very closed:

Masia =3.515  Mafica=3.469  Moners = 3.468

Relating to the anl13™ of learning pinyin mainly in context, there was a significant difference
between the Asian group and the other-group (MD = 0.668). Asian group prefers the idea of
13™ answer, while the other-group of Europe and the United States did not agree with the 13"
and preferred the 12™ There was no significant difference between the African group and the
other-group, nor was there any significant difference between the African group and the Asian
group. The results of Magicaiz (3.469) > Magica1s (3.118) showed that African students were more
likely to be taught pinyin based on phoneme clues (Fig. 1).

3.601

340

3201

Mean of an13

3.00

Asia Afica Other
Fig.1 Meanofanl3

According to the results, the Asian group tended to be taught pinyin in context (Maga13 >
Masial2), the African group could be taught pinyin in both cases, and the other-group of Europe
and the United States tended to be taught pinyin mainly by phoneme clues.

2.3 Difficult sounds of pinyin learning

Based on the phonetic difficulties of Chinese people in dialect areas, combined with
Chinese teaching practice of international students of the foundation programme, the paper
focused on Asia, Africa, and other groups including Europe and the United States, and found that
the difficult sounds in learning pinyin were as follows. First, the initials, finals and tones. Second,
the flat-tongue and raising-tongue initials. Third, the nasal initial and lateral initial. Fourth, the

palatal initials.
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2.3.1 Investigating initials, finals and tones

The survey contains the following three questions:

Q3. Tones are the most difficult part to learn.

Q4. Initials are the most difficult part to learn.

Q5. Finals are the most difficult part to learn.

To analyse with ANOVA, there were the following results:

Table 2 showed that the three groups agreed that the tones were difficult to learn, and there
was no significant difference (p = 0.958 > 0.05).

Table2 ANOVA of an3-an5

Sum of Squares df Mean Square F Sig.

Between Groups 0.138 2 0.069 0.043 0.958
an3 Within Groups 200.482 126 1.591 — —
Total 200.620 128 — — —

Between Groups 15.552 2 7.776 6.999 0.001
an4 Within Groups 138.878 125 1.111 — —
Total 154.430 127 — — —

Between Groups 7.062 2 3.531 3.256 0.042
an5 Within Groups 137.715 127 1.084 — —
Total 144.777 129 — — —

The result of Mean of an3 showed that the African group felt very difficult in tone, followed
by the Asian group, and the other-group felt it was not so difficult (Magica > Masia > Mowmers)- There
was a significant difference between the an4 and an5 (pauq= 0.001 < 0.05; pays = 0.042 < 0.05).

According to the results of ANOVA of the three groups above and the Mean of an4 and
an5, there was a significant difference between an4 and an5. The Asian group believed that
both initials and finals were difficult to learn, while the other-group thought pinyin was not too
difficult. The African group, like the other-group, believed that it was not too difficult to learn

initials and finals.
2.3.2 The flat-tongue and the raising-tongue initials

About the flat-tongue and the raising-tongue initials, they were designed by the following
questions:

Q6. Initials: zh, ch, sh, r are hard to learn.

Q7. Initials: z, c, s are hard to learn.

Table 3 showed that there was no significant difference between the three groups (p > 0.05).

The result of Mean of an7 showed that most of the three groups of students felt less difficulty
for flat-tongue, with an average value below “3”, which was more difficult for African students to

feel the flat tongue. The result of an6 showed that the Asian group and the other-group had some
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Table 3 ANOVA of an6 and an7
Sum of Squares df Mean Square F Sig.
Between Groups 1.474 2 0.737 0.476 0.622
an6 Within Groups 196.526 127 1.547 — —
Total 198.000 129 — — —
Between Groups 0.466 2 0.233 0.151 0.860
an7 Within Groups 195.565 127 1.540 — —
Total 196.031 129 — — —

difficulties in learning the raising-tongue, and the average value was more than “3”, and the
learning of raising sounds by African students was easier, the African group of the average value

was nearly “2.80”.
2.3.3 The nasal and lateral initial

Relating to the nasal and lateral initial, it used the ANOVA analysis of the data, designing
one question:

Q8. Initials: n and 1 are hard to learn.

Table 4 showed that there were significant differences (p < 0.05) in learning nasal and lateral

initials among the three groups.

Table 4 ANOVA of an8

an8
Sum of Squares df Mean Square F Sig.
Between Groups 13.758 2 6.879 5.436 0.005
Within Groups 159.452 126 1.265 — —
Total 173.209 128 — — —

The results of Table 5 and Mean of an8 indicated that there were significant differences between
the Asian group and the other-group, the African group and the other-group, but there was no
significant difference in learning between the Asian group and the African group. According to
the result of Mean of an8, there were few difficulties in learning nasal sounds in the other-group,
the Mean of this group was less than “2”, while the Asian group and the African groups’ had
some difficulties, but not so difficult, because the Mean was nearly “2.6” and less than “3”.

2.3.4 The palatal initials

About the palatal initials, they were designed by one question with the ANOVA analysis of
the data:

Q0. Initials: j, q, x are hard to learn.

According to the results of Table 6, there was no significant difference among the three groups.

The result of Mean of an9 showed that the Asian group found it the most difficult, followed by



A Study on Teaching and Learning Pinyin Issues in TCFL to International Students

of Foundation Programme in the Age of E-learning 109
Table 5 Multiple Comparisons
Dependent Variable: an8
Mean 95% Confidence Interval
(I) Country| (J) Country | Difference | Std. Error Sig. Lower Upper
() Bound Bound
Asi Africa 0.03030 0.27694 1.000 —0.6417 0.7023
sia

Others 0.66811" 0.24173 0.020 0.0816 1.2546
Asia —-0.03030 0.27694 1.000 —-0.7023 0.6417

Bonferroni Africa "
Others 0.63781 0.24173 0.028 0.0513 1.2243
Asia —0.66811° | 0.24173 0.020 —1.2546 —0.0816

Others "
Africa —0.63781 0.24173 0.028 —1.2243 —0.0513
Asi Africa 0.03030 0.28788 0.994 —0.6605 0.7211

sia

Others 0.66811" 0.24826 0.025 0.0714 1.2649
Asia —0.03030 0.28788 0.994 -0.7211 0.6605

Games-Howell Africa "
Others 0.63781 0.24099 0.027 0.0591 1.2165
Asia —0.66811° | 0.24826 0.025 -1.2649 —-0.0714

Others -
Africa —0.63781 0.24099 0.027 -1.2165 —0.0591

* The mean difference is significant at the 0.05 level.

the other-group dominated by Europe and the United States, African group did not feel difficult on
this issue (Masia > Momers > Masica)- Because the average value of the three groups did not exceed “3”,
therefore, the palatal initials could not constitute a complete difficult sound. There were some

differences within the three groups.

Table 6 ANOVA of an9

an9
Sum of Squares df Mean Square F Sig.
Between Groups 0.999 2 0.500 0.352 0.704
Within Groups 178.970 126 1.420 — —
Total 179.969 128 — — —

2.4 One structured interview online

Due to the pandemic of COVID-19, online teaching substituted physical classroom instruction.
The author adopted one structured interview of 17 international students of the foundation
programme on E-learning in 2020 online.

Ten participants felt that the E-learning was very convenient. Three participants felt that the
E-learning was personalization. And two participants felt that it was interactive participation.

Meanwhile, two participants felt that it could not present the process of memorizing pinyin.
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3 Debates in Pinyin Teaching

3.1 Objectives of pinyin teaching for international students

At present, the basic Chinese language teaching to international students of foundation
programme in China has “Preliminary Outline of Chinese Grammar for Foundation Programme”
and “The Ideas for Generating Common Chinese Characters and Words”. The teaching of pinyin
is basically to teach the “Initials Table”, “Finals Table” and “the Combination of Initials and Finals
Table”. There are no programmatic documents, which show that the neglect of pronunciation
teaching and a research blank on pinyin teaching.

English as a foreign language teaching scholar (EFL) has also discussed the establishment of
a phonetic syllabus. H.H. Stern had suggested that the EFL’s pronunciation syllabus should be
worked out giving directions on what to aim at and what to teach, when, in what order, and how.
It is also proposed that the objective of pronunciation teaching is to enable learners to have the
phonological ability of the target language, including three levels of abilities. First, to begin with,
teachers should teach learners’ the ability to distinguish and imitate the characteristics of the
target language. Second, teachers should make learners pronounce these sounds in the correct
tone. Third, with a certain ability to interpret written language phonologically, learners can be
clearly recreated according to dictation and notes, and can read these written words aloud. As
many researchers have pointed out, it is unnecessary to strive for a native-like command of the
pronunciation. To sum up, the goal of pronunciation teaching should be intelligibility and
acceptability to different level learners rather than native-like perfection, which will have an
enlightening effect on pinyin teaching and pronunciation teaching for international students in
China.

3.2 The difficulties of pinyin pronunciation

As a Chinese saying goes, “If you want to do something good, you must first sharpen your
tools”. In Chinese teaching, teachers should get the difficulties of international students’
pinyin pronunciation, and teachers will be able to achieve targeted objectives and improve
teaching efficiency.

The survey of pinyin showed that students in the Asian, African, European and American
groups believed that tone learning was difficult, especially for African students. And the average
value reached “3.59”. From the perspective of linguistic typology, tones are a unique feature of
Chinese language. In many languages, there are no such four tones. Tones make Chinese learning
difficult. At present, there are two main methods for tones in the foundation programme of
Chinese education of pinyin teaching. One method is to bring out the tone when speaking the
vowel “a”. Another method is to talk about the meaning of the sound “ba” (meaning number
eight) when learners are learning the tone of “ba”. According to classroom observations, the

author argues that the second method is more acceptable to students of Asia and Europe. The
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second teaching method is also advocated by the cognitive function teaching method, that is, the
content should be as “meaningful” as possible. For African students, teachers can try to take the
first approach because this kind of method does not need too much explanation. So, African
students can directly face the tones rather than exploring the tones with unfamiliar English. In
addition, the tones teaching should be the “high and low” tone oriented. That is means teachers
focus on teaching the sense of high tone and low tone, while breaking through the boundary of
accurate pronunciation value of four tones. Moreover, many languages of the world have a rising
and falling tone, therefore, Chinese four tones can be simplified to high (first sound) - rising
(second sound) - low (third sound) - lower (fourth sound).

According to the survey, Asian students’ pronunciation learning have difficulties in both
initials and finals, mainly due to the difficulties brought by many “homophones”. Asian students’
difficult sounds are the raising-tongue initials, the nasal and lateral initials, the palatal initials,
which are similar to native people of dialect area in China. The nasal finals pronunciation are
more difficult than those of African students, and its Mean value is close to “3”. African students
mainly have difficulties in tone position learning. The flat tongue sounds are more difficult,
compared with the Asian and European students. The nasal and lateral initials are occasionally
incorrect (the Mean value: 2.6). The the palatal initials and the front and rear nasal sounds do not
constitute difficulty in pronunciation. European and American students have a natural affinity
with pinyin because they use “alphabets”, moreover, they have great advantages in pinyin
learning. Meanwhile, European and American students also have some difficulties of pinyin
learning. One is the raising-tongue initials and their Mean value is close to “3.05”. The other is
the post-nasal sound and their Mean value is close to “3.4”, the figure is the top one of the three
groups. These difficult sounds of European and American students are caused by “homophones”,

taking “ch and sh” for example.

3.3 Methods of pinyin teaching

As mentioned above, there are two main methods of teaching pinyin. One is to teach pinyin
through the phonemes, that is, to teach pinyin by the initials, the finals, the tones and syllables.
The other is called the voice of speech. Generally, it is studied in the context, with the pinyin of
literature, and it teaches by the semantics as a clue. According to the survey, the Asian group
tended to learn pinyin in the language speech (Masia13 > Masia12)- The African group could learn
pinyin in both cases, but they preferred to use phonetic clues. The other groups tended to learn
pinyin mainly by phoneme clues.

As a second language or a foreign language (ESL, EFL), English still has an argument on
using phonemes method or speech method. In the late nineteenth century, it was believed that
the main goal of the beginner’s pronunciation was to teach them correct pronunciation, so the
situation of the dominant phonetic appeared. At the beginning of the 20" century, with the

introduction of oral and oral activities into language teaching, the teaching situation dominated
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by this natural phonics method cooled down, and later combined with phonology, became the
dominant pronunciation teaching method in the first 50 years of the 20" century. Phonology
focuses on the difference in English phonemes of simple sentences which were in pairs, that is, to
teach pronunciation in a certain context. By the 1960s, research institutions represented by the
Washington Center for Applied Languages focused on the study of speech in a variety of foreign
languages, such as French, Italian, Spanish, and German, contrasted with the target language-a
comparative study of English pronunciation. So far, this kind of comparative research has
occupied a mainstream position in teaching. As to the approach of pronunciation, Hammerly
(1982) seemed to propose a three-step approach. First, beginners should know the target language
and their native language are two different voice systems via a large number of audio-visual
perception target words. Then, the beginners have the ability to spell and analyze the target
language through the natural phonics method and produce acceptable sounds. Third, with
communication and practice, learners can pronounce the learned sound, and then proceed to the
updated voice. Hammerly also proposed the order of teaching pronunciation. Teacher introduced
pronunciation by starting with intonation, syllables, stress, and rhythm. It is not uncommon to

find the treatment of vowels and consonants at a later stage in the presentation.

3.4 E-learning and pinyin learning

Because of pandemic COVID-19, many learners of Chinese foundation programme have to
learn Chinese by E-learning. E-learning becomes one of the hot words of teaching.

First, this paragraph discusses the characteristics of E-learning. Convenience, personalization,
and interactive participation are the main characteristics of this learning method. E-learning is
very convenient for learners to learn anytime and anywhere, which breaks the limitations of time,
space and classroom. The convenience allows learners to decide when and where, in what type of
state to learn, which makes the learning way very personalized. This is highly consistent with the
personalized characteristics of language learning itself. And E-learning is also a process of
continuous interaction between people and references produced by the platform. Due to the rich
learning resources of the internet, language learners can learn pinyin via E-learning.

Then, the paper discusses the current status of pinyin with E-learning.

At present, the teaching resources of pinyin learning are more advanced in pronunciation
recognition technology, that is, learners can hear the correct pinyin and can record it repeatedly.
Meanwhile, learners can also input their pronunciation into the online learning system to get the
corresponding scores. Taking the International Chinese Smart Education Cloud Platform as an
example, it has not only speech recognition technology to realize human-computer interaction,
but also has corresponding animation pictures to describe the shape of pinyin pronunciation.

However, the adult pinyin learning system should learn more from the children’s pinyin
animation learning system to promote interest in learning. Taking the children’s pinyin learning

system as an example, it has the vividness pictures and game ideas. Relating to the pictures, the
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adult pinyin learning system can directly use real people to demonstrate the lip shape and
pronunciation of pinyin, which may cost relatively high. Also, if using the animation, the style of
the animation can avoid childish style, combining with the idea of the game, that it is, designed
with different levels.

The convenience of E-learning, still cannot substitute for teaching in the physical classroom.
For example, the tongue position correction of the learner is a problem that cannot be solved by
any E-learning system and sometimes E-learning cannot present the process of memorizing
pinyin. Teaching pinyin by teachers in the physical classroom is still a fast and effective teaching
method.
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Multiliteracy Analysis of Online Character Teaching in
International Chinese Education

Zhong Jiali

International Collage University, Macao University of Science and Technology, 999078

Abstract: The post-epidemic era is driving a high degree of integration of technological media with
language education. There is a shift in international Chinese language education from traditional
offline delivery to online teaching. However, online international Chinese language teaching has not
yet given sufficient attention to multiliteracy. This paper selected a teaching video about one-to-one
Literacy 5 Chinese characters as a typical sample. Firstly, we explored the modality forms involved
in the process of this Chinese character teaching classroom. Then, this paper examined the design of
meaning, the constructive approaches, and their effectiveness assessment of multiliteracy combined
with teaching cases.

Key words: international Chinese language teaching; online Chinese character teaching; multiliteracy
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Application of Digital Resources for Chinese Ancient Poems
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Abstract: We have developed Ancient Chinese Poems in a three-dimensional and artistic integrated
fashion, and improved its supporting digital teaching resources. It is guided by the national standard of
Chinese Proficiency Grading Standards for International Chinese Language Education and technologically
supported by “Al Platform for International Chinese Education”. Concepts and methods of linguistic
resources and multiple intelligence learning are also employed. We achieved technology-enabled
“international Chinese education”. Ancient Chinese Poems is a combination of cultural and phonological
elements, and our move makes the teaching of it more accurate, personalized and intelligent.
Therefore, teaching design and management decision of Chinese teaching are supported by data and
are more justified. It can also help localization of international Chinese education.
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Research on Interaction in Teaching Chinese as a Foreign
Language Based on FutureLearn Platform
—Take the Elementary Chinese Conversation Course as
an Example

Kong Fuyu
Institute on Educational Policy and Evaluation of International Students, Beijing Language and
Culture University, 100083

Abstract: In order to explore the interaction in the current Chinese MOOC, this paper took the
elementary Chinese conversation MOOC on the British online platform FutureLearn as an example.
Based on the hierarchical tower theory of teaching interaction, this paper constructed an interactive
analysis framework in line with this study, and observed each dimension accordingly. The results
showed that the interactive dimensions covered by this course were relatively comprehensive on the
whole, but there were deficiencies in each teaching goal. In view of the shortcomings of interaction,
we should improve the interactive function of the platform, design various interactive activities and
stimulate students to share learning results.

Key words: Chinese MOOC:; interactive research; course platform
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