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Sichuan temple honors legendary Chinese patriot

By Huang Zhiling 2023-07-19

Zhuge Liang (181-234), whose posthumous name is Marquis Wu, was a legendary premier and
strategist of the Shu Kingdom (221-263) during the Three Kingdoms period.

In Zhuge’s youth, warlords were entangled in fighting which led to the division of the country into
three kingdoms, Wei, Shu and Wu.

Liu Bei, an ambitious warlord, was defeated repeatedly by other warlords and his spouses were
held captive many times due to the lack of a capable strategic adviser.

Admiring Zhuge’s abilities, Liu paid him three visits on a remote mountain in 208, asking for
strategies to unify the country and inviting him to be his top adviser.

Moved by Liu’s sincerity, Zhuge left the mountain and helped Liu found the Shu Kingdom. Liu
became the first emperor of the Shu Kingdom and Zhuge served as premier for 13 years until his death.

Before Liu’s death, he said if his son proved to be a weak-minded person, Zhuge could become
emperor. Liu’s son did prove to be a poor emperor, but Zhuge offered help instead of dethroning him.

Zhuge excelled at managing state affairs and commanding the army. During his tenure, Shu, the
weakest of the three kingdoms, enjoyed political stability and economic prosperity. He died of overwork
at the age of 53.

His devotion to his country, as expressed in the report, influenced patriots of later generations, the
most well-known being Yue Fei (1103—1142), a national hero of the Southern Song Dynasty (1127—1279).

Theatrical work recounts poet Qu Yuan’s life and dream
By Chen Nan 2023-03-22

The play, directed by Guo Xiaonan, is based on the life story of Qu Yuan, a patriotic poet from the
State of Chu during the Warring States Period (475-221 BC). ...

The works of Qu Yuan, such as Chuci, or a collection of poetry, also known as Songs of Chu, and
Jiu Ge, or The Nine Songs, have been studied by the Chinese people for generations. Qu’s poems often
expressed the poet’s love and concern for the country and its people. His works continue to inspire

people across China today.

Qu Yuan eventually drowned himself in despair. Legend has it that after his death, the Chu people
were deeply saddened and flocked to the river to pay their respects. The Dragon Boat Festival is held

every year to commemorate Qu Yuan.
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Zhuge Liang, a renowned strategist and statesman in China’s Three Kingdoms period, is celebrated

for his wisdom and loyalty. As the chief adviser to Liu Bei, founder of the Shu Kingdom, Zhuge Liang
played a crucial role in the development of the kingdom. He masterminded several successful military
campaigns, including the famous Battle of Red Cliffs.

Zhuge Liang’s significance lies in his unwavering dedication to his ruler and his country. His talent

for understanding people and situations, coupled with his exceptional intelligence, made him a symbol

of wisdom in Chinese history.

Today, Zhuge Liang’s story serves as a reminder of the importance of loyalty, strategic thinking, and

the pursuit of knowledge. His legacy inspires us to be wise, selfless, and committed in our endeavours,

whether personal or professional.
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Confucius was a Chinese philosopher and educator during the Spring and Autumn period. He was

the founder of Confucianism, a system of ethical, social, and political ideas that has deeply influenced

Chinese culture.

Confucius emphasized moral cultivation, family values, and the importance of benevolent

governance. His teachings, collected in The Analects, have shaped China’s ethical and social norms for

over two millennia.

The significance of Confucius stems from his profound impact on Chinese society and the world.

His wisdom and teachings on virtue, respect, and integrity continue to inspire people in their personal

and professional lives.

In contemporary times, Confucius’ teachings encourage us to uphold strong moral values and strive

for harmony in our relationships. His emphasis on education and self-improvement serves as a reminder

of the importance of lifelong learning and personal growth.
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Yu the Great was a legendary ruler and founder of the Xia Dynasty, China’s earliest recorded
dynasty. Through perseverance and innovative engineering, he successfully managed the floodwaters
by dredging and constructing canals. His effective leadership and devotion to his people allowed him to
bring prosperity back to the afflicted land.

Yu the Great is celebrated for his unwavering determination to overcome adversity and his
dedication to the greater good. His accomplishments in flood control and water management laid the
foundation for China’s early civilization and agricultural development.

The story of Yu the Great reminds us powerfully of the value of being resilient, resourceful, and
selfless. His legacy motivates us to confront challenges directly and to strive for the improvement of our

society.
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Qin Shi Huang, the first emperor of a unified China, was a remarkable ruler during the Qin

Dynasty. His greatness stems from his achievements in unifying China and implementing sweeping

reforms. He standardized the system of weights and measures, currency and writing, which facilitated

trade and communication. Additionally, he constructed the Great Wall of China to protect the northern

borders from invasion.

Even though his methods were questionable, Qin Shi Huang’s story shows us the value of having

a vision and a determination to accomplish great things. His unwavering quest for unity and progress

established the foundation for the future growth of the Chinese civilization. His legacy encourages us to

be persistent and innovative in our pursuits.
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