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Text e

Why Student Organizations Matter
More than You Think

While many school brochures and prospectuses focus on rankings, accreditations,
program content, and curriculum, it can be a lot harder to find out more about the

various student societies, clubs, and organizations available to students.

In recent years, student societies, clubs, and organizations have garnered real
prominence within business school education. From sports and recreation clubs to
art, culture, and theater groups, community service societies to student government,
they all help shape the business school experience for millions of students worldwide

and are an opportunity for students to better their professional and personal growth.

Although the idea of joining a student society, club, or organization might not
be a priority during your first week of term, you still might want to take your time to
look around and see if there are any societies, clubs, or organizations that take your

interest.

For example, EDHEC (Ecole des Hautes Ftudes Commerciales du Nord / School
of Higher Education in Business Administration from the North) Business School
which has campuses in Nice, Lille, Paris, London, and Singapore provides training
and endorses 60 student clubs and societies—all of which are run independently by

the students.

You can meet and make friends with like-minded individuals. During your
studies, you’ll meet people in your lectures and your student residence, but there
can be no guarantees you'll find people with the same interests and hobbies as you
without signing up for clubs or societies. Some of the people you meet in these clubs

will become friends for life.

What's more, your ability to network without any conscious effort will improve

as well. Depending on which society or club you're a part of, you might find yourself
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in a position where you're able to make it.

You can have the opportunity to handle real responsibilities. The majority of
student societies, clubs, and organizations are chaired by students, who manage and
oversee the internal and external activities and events that happen, as well as the

funding and allocation of resources and facilities.

Each year, students have the opportunity to be elected by their peers to run for
committee roles, such as president, vice president, treasurer, raising and giving

secretary, and wellbeing officer—every role can offer a real sense of achievement.

It’s also where you can improve your experience and knowledge of valuable
professional skills such as event planning and organization, market research, and
budgeting—all of which employers seriously value and can help set you up nicely

for exciting positions later in life.

Every year EDHEC hosts the annual EDHEC Sailing Cup, which is considered the
best student sporting event in Europe. It’s an event that is organized for students by
other students who manage a budget of over €2,000,000 and oversee a team of art

designers, fundraisers, project managers, and more.

And sometimes being part of a club or society will be your ticket to traveling
the world. While many degree programs at EDHEC, including the Master of
Science-Financial Economics and the Master in Management, Global Economic
Transformation and Technology offer international study trips, students who are part
of the EDHEC United Nations have the chance to take part in a five-day conference
at the UN Headquarters in New York City with 5,000 other students from around the

world.

You'll get a better sense of what it means to have a good work/life balance.
Being part of a student society lets you take a break from the demands of studying
and assignments. But it's also where you get to know yourself better and learn what
it means to manage your time carefully between your degree and other interests.
Knowing you have only a set amount of time to dedicate to studying or writing an

assignment can be a real motivator.
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You'll get out of your comfort zone. Having the courage to take that first step
and put yourself out there is pretty admirable. While your ultimate goal of studying
at a business school is to earn a degree, the school is also a valuable opportunity to

try something new—so don't be afraid to get out there.

Being part of a society or organization helps your CV stand out from the rest,
that is, being part of a student society demonstrates your commitment to other
activities outside of your degree, and if you've had a position on the committee
then you can definitely use this to your advantage when it comes to applying to

graduate jobs.

Give examples of memorable moments from your time at the club. For example,
if you were on the board, was there a time when you had to make difficult financial
decisions for the club’s resources and facilities? It's things like this that can make

great discussion points in your interview.

.................................................................................................................................
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CV (Curriculum Vitae) @, Bh
to somebody’s advantage SEANEH)
It .
Exercises

..................................................................................................................................

I. Reading Comprehension

Read Text A and choose the best answer for each of the following questions or

unfinished statements.

1. What is more difficult for students to find out about the university from the

handbooks?

A. Its position among similar-level universities.

B. A detailed introduction of its various student organizations.
C. An official statement about its verified qualification.

D. Its teaching courses, content, and arrangements.

2. Which of the following is NOT true about the student organizations in business

schools?

A. Student organizations have gained popularity among university students

recently.

B. The majority of freshmen will attach their greatest importance to joining one

student organization in the first week of their registration.

C. Joining a student organization can contribute to students’ individual growth

and career development.
D. Being a member of a student organization can even help a student go abroad.
3. What departmen or position does a student organization possibly involve?
A. Society presidency.
B. Financial department.
C. Secretary and officer.

D. All of the above.
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4. Which of the following is NOT the benefit that one can attain from the student

organization he or she joins?

A. Finding some people with the same interests and hobbies.

B. Enhancing his or her networking ability and professional skills.
C. Learning to deal with issues in a responsible manner.

D. Forming a close relationship with his or her prospective employer.

5. If you have been in your comfort zone for a long time, you may find it easy to

A. find a better balance between work and study
B. try something new and achieve your goal
C. become idle and sit around

D. gain an advantage over your competitors in the job market

II. Banked Cloze

Complete the passage with suitable words from the word bank. You may not use any

of the words more than once.

A. semester B. rehearse C. count D. directors
E. situational F. community G. indulge H. rarely

I. currently J. process K. expose L. consists
M. unique N. financial O. completely

There are many different levels of dance at Harvard and many different ways to
participate in dance on campus. There are for-credit courses that can be taken at the
Harvard Dance Center that can 1. towards the Theater, Dance, and Media
concentration, non-credit classes that are open to the whole Harvard 2. ,

and of course there are plenty of student-led dance groups and companies.
[ am 3. a proud member of the Harvard Radcliffe Modern Dance
Company and the Expressions Dance Company. Half a year the dance companies

put on one show that 4. of a number of pieces choreographed (P&itHEHEBIE)



