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“The process of restoration is a highly specialized operation. Its aim is to preserve
and reveal the aesthetic and historic value of the monument and is based on respect for
original material and authentic documents. It must stop at the point where conjecture
begins,and in this case moreover any extra work which is indispensable must be distinct

from the architectural composition and must bear a contemporary stamp. The
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restoration in any case must be preceded and followed by an archaeological and historical
study of the monument. ”

International Charter for the Conservation and Restoration of Monuments and Sites, 1964

(the Venice Charter)
article 9
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