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It is wrong to think of Beethoven as
purely a musician. Had he destroyed his
manuscripts, including that of the glorious
Fifth Symphony, there would have remained
the life-story of a man whose character was
supreme in resistance of evil, and in defiance
of the blows of fate.

Often, as his letters show, his powers
of expression overflowed the bounds of the
medium which he mastered. He might have
been a poet, and his command of language
was such as might well have aroused the
envy of accomplished men of letters. His
will, written at a time when he thought that
death was very near, is a magnificent human
document; probably the greatest of its kind
that has ever been penned.

Men who possess great character as well as
genius have always been sure of their worth to
the world. With them a powerful natural pride
takes the place of the empty conceit of the
charlatan. Keats knew that he would be among
the world’s famous poets after his death.
Shakespeare expressed his foreknowledge of his
own immortality. There are many episodes in
Beethoven'’s life that illustrate this serene self-
confidence of the truly great.
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Perhaps the most striking of these is that
in which another eminent man is shown in
a moment of weakness. Once, when walking
through the streets of Weimar, Beethoven
and Goethe became aware that the Imperial
family, accompanied by a glittering cavalcade
of courtiers, was approaching them. Goethe
instantly removed his hat and stood with bowed
head. In his anxiety to show his respect to
royalty, he neglected to answer a question that
Beethoven had just put to him.

Perhaps it was this last trivial circumstance
that set off the fiery spark of indignation in
Beethoven, who under ordinary conditions
would have acted just as one of the crowd.
Keeping his hat on his head, he strode through
the princes and courtiers and boldly faced
the Emperor and Empress. Greatness of two
different kinds exchanged mutual glances of
respect, but it was the Emperor who bowed first
to the famous Beethoven.
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