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Chapter One
The United States of America
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1. Land and People

2. History and Symbols

3. Education and Recreation

4. Politics and Economy

5. Culture and Customs

6. Intercultural Communication
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A group of students in the Department were planning to go for a meal together somewhere and they were wondering whether Wild, one of the members in the Department, would like to go or not.

James said that they hadn’t decided yet. They were thinking of Wednesday. Wild said that it was a pity because he was afraid he had already got something fixed up. He said that most evenings were free except Mondays.

Case Analysis: 
1. The process of setting on a time is normally like this: one gives or suggests a time, and then the other may find it unsuitable and suggest another time, and finally a time is fixed which suits both. 

2. However, if a person doesn’t want to accept an invitation, things tend to be somewhat different.

3. An English native speaker’s explanation for not being able to go is usually short and not detailed, whereas a Chinese speaker’s explanation tends to be more detailed and longer to show that he has really got something important to do and he usually makes clear what he is going to do. 

4. If a Chinese gives a detailed explanation to an English native speaker who issues an invitation, the English native speaker may feel that the detailed explanation is not really necessary. Conversely, the English native speaker’s short and not detailed explanation may strike a Chinese as a bit impolite if he is unaware of their customs.

Unit 1  Land and People
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1. Geographical Location

2. Weather and Climate

3. Natural Resources

4. Major Cities

5. Population and Languages
The United States of America is located in the central part of North America, with the Atlantic Ocean to the east and the Pacific Ocean to the west, ranking No. 4 with 9,629,091 square kilometers in the world. Owing to its large size, varied weather and climate present in the continent of the Untied States. It is a land rich in natural resources, such as water, iron ore, coal and oil, etc. There are also a lot of developed and major cities in the United States, such as Washington D.C., New York, Los Angeles and Hawaii. The population is equivalent to 4.34% of the total world population and English is spoken widely as the official language throughout the country. 

Geographical Location
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The Atlantic Coast of the United States faces the developed countries of Western Europe, and its Pacific Coast and Hawaii give the nation an approach to the Far East and Australia. In the past, the Atlantic Ocean and the Pacific Ocean served as natural barriers between the United States and the rest of the world. This allowed the United States to grow and become strong with little outside interference. Later, the development of means of communication and transportation makes the United States well connected to the rest of the world.

The United States has extensive1 coastlines on both the Atlantic Ocean and the Pacific Ocean, as well as on the Gulf of Mexico. Rivers flow from far within the continent and the Great Lakes, five large, inland lakes along the the United States border with Canada, providing additional shipping access. These extensive waterways have helped shape the economic growth of the country over the years and helped bind America’s 50 individual states together in a single economic unit.

So the location of the United States does quite a lot to the development of the United States. In the north, it connects with Canada and in the south, it faces Mexico and the Gulf of Mexico. Alaska is in the northwestern part which is connected with the central part of North America. Hawaii is in the central Pacific, which is separated from continental United States.

According to the Encyclopedia Britannica, Russia is the largest with the area of 17,075,000 square kilometers in the world. Canada ranks No. 2 with 9,984,670 square kilometers. China ranks No.3 with 9,634,057 square kilometers. The United States ranks No. 4 with 9,629,091 square kilometers. 
Weather and Climate
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Weather and climate of the United States vary in different parts because of its large size. In the middle latitudes north of the equator and in the northern temperate zone, the United States enjoys continental climate. It varies from warm wet conditions of the Appalachian Mountains to the warm, dry conditions of some of the western states, and ranges from almost winterless climates in Southern Arizona and Southern Florida to long, cold winters in Alaska.  

Determined by its latitude2 and altitude, its vast size of territory and topography, and the different atmospheric circulations, there are extreme climatic variations in the United States—extreme variations of precipitation, and extreme variations of climatic types. It is almost impossible to make any generalization about the climate. Different climatic conditions divide the country into some climatic regions. All in all, it enjoys continental climate in the northern zone, the humid subtropical climate in the south-eastern part, humid continental and humid subtropical climate in the central part and maritime climate in the Pacific Northwest.
Natural Resources

Natural resources of the United States are quite rich, such as water, iron ore, coal, oil, silver, and gold. The nation produces more than 80 million tons of iron a year. For many years, iron ore came primarily from the Great Lake region of Minnesota and Michigan, but the mines were severely depleted3 during the two world wars. 

Coal is another major natural resource found in large quantities in the United States which can last for hundreds of years. Coal deposits are widely distributed in the country. Most of coal reserves are to be found in the Appalachians, the Central Plain, and the Rockies.

The United States, very rich in oil, was once the largest oil producing country in the world. Oil wells produce more than 3,200 million barrels of petroleum a year. The production, processing and marketing of such petroleum products as gasoline and oil make up one of the United States’ largest industries. Most domestic production of oil and natural gas comes from offshore areas of Louisiana and Texas, and from onshore areas of Texas, Oklahoma, and California. Although the oil production in the United States is very large, the big consumption has made the United States insufficient in oil supply. 
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The United States enjoys abundant water resources. Today the rivers and streams of the United States furnish most of the water supply for cities, towns and farmlands. Water is also used by industry, and used to create electric power. Unlike some other countries, the United States as a whole has little trouble as caused by the shortage of fresh water.

The United States has also plenty of fertile soil. Farmlands make up about 12% of the arable lands in the world, and they are among the richest and most productive. Of the 2.3 billion acres of land in the 50 states, an estimated 300 million acres are planted annually. The very large acreage of highly productive farmlands could be expected to continue to supply the nation generously, with substantial surplus for export.

Major Cities
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Washington D.C. is the capital city of the United States. “D.C.” stands for “the District of Columbia”, the federal district containing the city of Washington. The city is named after George Washington, the military leader of the American Revolution and the first President of the United States. The District of Columbia and the city of Washington are coextensive and are governed by a single municipal government, so for most practical purposes they are considered to be the same entity. The District of Columbia, founded on July 16, 1790, is a federal district as specified by the United States Constitution. The United States Congress has ultimate authority over the District of Columbia, though it has delegated limited local rule to the municipal government. The land forming the original District came from the states of Virginia and Maryland. Nowadays, Washington D.C. serves as the headquarters for the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund, and the Organization of American States, among other international and national institutions. It is also the site of numerous national landmarks, museums, and sports teams, and a popular destination for tourists.

New York is the most populous city in the United States, with an estimated population of nine million distributed over a land area of over 700 square miles. New York City is also the most densely populated major city. Located at the southern tip of the state of New York, the city is the center of the New York metropolitan area, one of the most populous urban agglomerations in the world. New York City exerts a significant impact upon commerce, finance, media, art, fashion, research, technology, education, and entertainment, and its fast pace defines the term of New York. Home to the headquarters of the United Nations, New York is an important center for international diplomacy and has been described as the cultural, financial, and media capital of the world. The Statue of Liberty is a sculpture in New York Harbor which was designed by Bartholdi in 1886, a gift from the people of France as an icon of freedom.
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Los Angeles, officially called the City of Los Angeles and often known by its initials L.A., is the cultural, financial, and commercial center of Southern California. It is the second most populous city in the United States and the most populous city in the state of California. Located in a large coastal basin surrounded on three sides by mountains reaching up to and over 10,000 feet, Los Angeles covers an area of about 469 square miles. Los Angeles, the center of the Los Angeles metropolitan area, is part of the larger designated Los Angeles-Long Beach combined statistical area. Hollywood is a dream factory, the makers of “movie magic”, offering people something to dream about. The cultural messages spread around by Hollywood are so penetrating and powerful that most Americans want their lives and love to be “just like in the movies”.

Population and Languages 
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The current population of the United States of America is 324,459,463 based on the latest United Nations estimates. The American population is equivalent to around 4.34% of the total world population. The United States ranks the third place in the list of countries and dependencies by population. The population density is about 36 per square kilometers.

The United States is the only major industrialized nation in which large population increases are projected. Its population growth rate is positive at 1%, significantly higher than those of many developed nations.

The United States is a very urbanized population country, with 82% living in cities and suburbs. This leaves vast expanses of the country nearly uninhabited4. California and Texas are the most populous states. As the main center of the United States, their population has consistently shifted westward and southward. New York City is the most populous city in the United States, while the other leading population centers are: Los Angeles, Chicago, Dallas, Houston, Philadelphia, Washington D.C., Miami, Atlanta and Boston.

The United States has very diverse population. White Americans are the largest racial group. German Americans, Irish Americans, African Americans and English Americans constitute the country’s four largest ancestry groups. African Americans and Asian Americans are the first two largest racial minorities in the United States. Among all the Americans, white people are about 72.4% of all Americans. 

It is not definitively5 known how or when the native Americans first settled the Americas and the present-day United States. The indigenous6 peoples, including Alaska Natives, are believed to have migrated from Asia, beginning between 40,000 and 12,000 years ago, and then spread southward throughout America. Some peoples developed advanced agriculture, grand architecture and state-level societies. The indigenous peoples are the pre-Columbian inhabitants of North and South America and their descendants and they are commonly known in the United States as Native Americans. While some indigenous peoples of America were traditionally hunter-gatherers, many groups practiced agriculture. Many also maintain aspects of indigenous cultural practices to varying degrees, including religion, social organization and subsistence practices.
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The language of English serves as the official language, in which government business is carried out. Some Americans advocate making English the country’s official language, as it is in at least 28 states. In the United States, at least, 1,000 different indigenous languages are spoken in the United States. About 230 million, or 80% of the population aged five years and older, speak only English at home. Spanish, spoken by 12% of the population at home, is the second most common language and the most widely taught second language. Native American languages are spoken in smaller pockets of the country, but these people are decreasing, and the languages are almost never widely used outside of reservations.

About 337 languages are spoken or signed by the population, of which 176 are indigenous to the area. It is well-known that American English is different from British English in terms of spelling, grammar, vocabulary, pronunciation, and slang usage. Actually, the differences are not usually a barrier to effective communication between an American English speaker and a British English speaker, but there are certainly enough differences to cause occasional misunderstandings, usually surrounding slangs or region dialect differences.

Vocabulary:
1. extensive       [ɪkˈstensɪv]

adj.


广阔的

2. latitude


[ˈlætɪtju:d]

n.


纬度

3. deplete


[dɪˈpli:t]


v.


耗尽

4. uninhabited

[ˌʌnɪnˈhæbɪtɪd]
adj.


无人居住的

5. definitively

[dɪ'fɪnətɪvlɪ] 

adv.


清楚地

6. indigenous

[ɪnˈdɪdʒənəs] 

adj.


本地的

Exercises

I.  Try to answer the following questions according to your understanding of the text.
1. How much do you know about the location and size of the United States?

2. How is the weather in the United States?

3. What natural resources do the United States possess?

4. What is the capital city of the United States?
5. What is the official language of the United States?

II.  Read the following passage carefully, and make a comment on it at the end of the passage in no more than 100 words.
For a long time, most overseas visitors to the United States, whether on business or holiday, have arrived from Europe, but an increasing number today are coming from Asia, especially China. 

As to where overseas visitors go once they arrive in the United States, here are their top five destinations:

New York
New York is the most linguistically diverse city on the planet, with more than 800 languages spoken. The city is also the world’s most ethnically diverse city: 37% of New York’s population was born outside of the United States. Top New York tourist attractions include the Empire State Building, Times Square, Broadway shows, the Statue of Liberty and the Metropolitan Museum of Art.

Miami

The Port of Miami in southern Florida is the world’s busiest cruise port. Overseas travellers hit Miami for the same reason as many Americans do: the beautiful beaches and warm weather, especially in December, January and February. The South Beach neighborhood is famous for its Art Deco architecture, Cuban cuisine and nightlife. 

Los Angeles

Located in Southern California and situated beneath a dramatic mountain backdrop, Los Angeles is famous for its “Mediterranean climate” — sunny, dry and warm weather year round. The city’s beaches and nearby Disneyland are tourist favorites. Los Angeles attracts film and TV buffs who can tour movie studios such as Warner Brothers, Paramount and Universal Studios Hollywood. 

Orlando

Nearly 70 million tourists each year arrive in Orlando, Florida, with many hitting Sea World, Universal Orlando Resort and the Walt Disney World Resort, which includes two water parks, Epcot and Disney’s Magic Kingdom. Travelers to this central Florida destination also make trips to NASA’s Kennedy Space Center to learn about America’s space program, its astronauts and upcoming missions to explore deep space.

San Fransisco

The Golden Gate Bridge in northern California is one of the most famous spans in the world and this is the city’s most recognized landmark. Other legendary features of San Francisco include its trolley cars, steep hills, and neighborhoods such as Fisherman’s Wharf and Chinatown. 

Comments:

Traveling is very popular all over the world. Some people like traveling because it helps to relieve the stress from their work. Others dislike it because they worry about their safety or the environment. 

How do you like traveling?

Reference: 

Argument:

1. Feeling relaxed and pleasant

2. Getting a fresh start and make new friends

3. Enriching one’s experiences and broaden one’s horizon

Counter-argument:　　   

1. Targets of muggings or being stolen

2. Adaptation to the climate, the food or the local environment

3. Tight budget
Keys to Exercises
I.  Try to answer the following questions according to your understanding of the text.
1. The United States is located in the central part of North America and stretches 4,500 kilometers from the Atlantic Ocean on the east to the Pacific Ocean on the West. Including Alaska and Hawaii, the United States covers an area of 9,629,091 square kilometers and is the fourth largest country in the world.
2. The United States enjoys continental climate in the northern zone, the humid subtropical climate in the South-eastern, humid continental and humid subtropical climate in the central part and maritime climate in the Pacific Northwest.
3. Natural resources of the United States are quite rich, such as water, iron ore, coal, oil, silver, and gold.

4. Washington D.C. is the capital city of the United States.
5. English is the official language of the United States. 

II.  Read the following passage carefully, and make a comment on it at the end of the passage in no more than 100 words.
Sample:

Argument

First, I think traveling helps to relieve my stress from work, especially after a whole busy year. I can enjoy the beautiful scenery and relax myself during the trip. Second, it gives me a fresh start. During the traveling, I can have a chance to meet many different people and make friends with them. Finally, I learn much knowledge form traveling that I haven’t known before. Not only can traveling enrich my experience, but also it can expand my vision.

Counter-argument

For one thing, I suppose safety is what people are most concerned about. Travelers are more likely to be targets of muggings, pick-pockets and attacks because they appear more vulnerable in strange places. Especially in some hot tourist spots, cases become quite common. For another, maybe some people couldn’t get used to the climate, the food and the local environment of a new place. Moreover, traveling means spending, so perhaps a tight budget deters them from starting a vacation. 
Unit 2  History and Symbols
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1. Historical Periods

2. Historical Figures

3. National Symbols

American history covers the development, struggle and experience of the United States from the history of early exploration through modern times, including European settlement, revolutionary war, civil war, great depression, two world wars and modern era improvement. Americans are a brave and free-spirited people who originally came from all over the world and formed much longstanding coexistence and melting of many different cultures, races and religions. A lot of American historical figures have played important roles in the development and improvement of the American history, such as George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln, Martin Luther King and Bill Gates, etc.

Historical Periods
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European settlement began shortly after the first voyage of Columbus in 1492 and large-scale European colonization of the Americas started. Native people and European colonizers came into widespread conflict, and early European immigrants1 were often part of state-sponsored who attempted to found colonies in the Americas. Migration continued as people moved to the Americas fleeing religious persecution2 or seeking economic opportunities. Millions of individuals were founded forcibly transported to the Americas as slaves, prisoners or servants. European colonists reached the Gulf and Pacific coasts, but the largest settlements were founded by the English on the East Coast, starting in 1607, while in 1620 the Mayflower transported Pilgrims to the New World. With the 1732 colonization, the 13 British colonies which would become the United States of America were established. By the 1770s, the 13 colonies contained 2.5 million people. With high birth rates, low death rates and steady immigration, the colonial population grew rapidly. 
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The American Revolutionary War was led by tensions between American colonials3 and the British during the revolutionary period of the 1760s and early 1770s and lasted from 1775 to 1781. Officially the United States began as an independent nation with the Declaration of Independence, drafted primarily by Thomas Jefferson on July 4, 1776. That date is now celebrated annually as the Independence Day of the United States.
The Constitution became the basis for the United States federal government in 1789, with war hero George Washington as the first president. The young nation continued to struggle with the scope of central government and with European influence, creating the first political parties in the 1790s, and fighting a second war for independence in 1812.

The 1860 election of Abraham Lincoln, who called for no more expansion of slavery, triggered a crisis as 11 slave states seceded to found the Confederate States of America in 1861. The American Civil War from 1861 to 1865 redefined the nation and remained the central iconic event. The South was defeated and, in the Reconstruction era, the United States ended slavery. Slavery of Africans was abolished in the North, but the large quantity of demand for cotton in the world made slavery flourish in the Southern States.

After the war, the assassination of Abraham Lincoln radicalized Republican Reconstruction policies which aimed at reintegrating and rebuilding the Southern States while ensuring the rights of the newly freed slaves. The territory of the United States expanded westward across the continent, brushing aside Native Americans and Mexico, and overcoming modernizers who wanted to deepen the economy rather than expand the geography. In the North, urbanization and an influx of immigrants from Southern and Eastern Europe hastened4 the country’s industrialization. The wave of immigration, lasting until 1929, provided labor and transformed American culture. 
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World War I broke out in 1914, and the United States remained neutral. Most Americans sympathized5 with the British and the French  although many opposed intervention. The United States declared war on Germany in 1917, and funded the Allied victory. After a prosperous decade in the 1920s, the Wall Street Crash of 1929 marked the onset of the decade-long and world-wide Great Depression. After the election as President in 1932, Franklin D. Roosevelt responded with the New Deal, a range of policies for relief, recovery, and reform, increasing government intervention in economy, including the establishment of the Social Security System.

After the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor in December 1941, the United States was prompted to enter World War II alongside the Allies and helped defeat Nazi Germany in Europe. The United States, having developed the first newly-invented nuclear6 weapons, used them on the two Japanese cities. Japan surrendered on September 2, 1945, which ended the war. 

Contemporary era of the United States plays an important role on the stage of the world. The Cold War ended in 1991, leaving the United States to prosper in the booming Information Age. Under President George Bush, the United States took a lead role in the United Nations. The longest economic expansion in modern the United States, history from 1991 to 2001 encompassed the Bill Clinton administration. After the 2000 presidential election, George W. Bush became president.
International conflict and economic uncertainty heightened in 2001 with the September 11 attacks and subsequent7 wars on terror and the late-2000s recession. On September 11, 2001, the terrorists struck the World Trade Center in New York City and the Pentagon near Washington D.C., killing over 3,000 people. In response, the Bush administration launched a global War on Terror. In 2008, amid a global economic recession, the first African American president, Barack Obama was elected. Major health care and financial system reforms were enacted two years later.

Donald Trump was inaugurated as the 45th President of the United States on January 20, 2017. Trump, the Republican nominee, was a businessman and reality television personality from New York City at the time of his victory in the 2016 presidential election over the Democratic nominee Hillary Clinton, to whom he lost the popular vote by 3 million votes while winning the electoral college. 

Historical Figures
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George Washington (1732—1799) is often called the “Father of His Country”. He was the military and political leader of the United States between 1775 and 1797. He led the American victory over Britain in the American Revolutionary War as commander in chief of the Continental Army. He also presided over the writing of the Constitution. He was unanimously elected as the first President of the United States. He built a strong, well-financed national government. He, along with Abraham Lincoln, had also become an icon of republican values, self sacrifice, American nationalism, and the ideal union of civic and military leadership.
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John Davison Rockefeller (1839—1937) was an American oil industry business magnate, industrialist and philanthropist. He is widely considered the wealthiest American of all time, and the richest person in modern history. Business was a big part of Rockefeller’s life. But as big as that was, philanthropy was still as important to him if not more important. From the start, he gave 10% of his paycheck to the church. Later in his life he gave 80 million dollars to the University of Chicago. After he gave possibly his biggest donation of 250 million dollars to his own foundation, the Rockefeller Foundation, in total, it is said that he had given away over 550 million dollars in his life. He was also the founder of both the University of Chicago and Rockefeller University and funded the establishment of Central Philippine University in the Philippines.
Elvis Aaron Presley (1935—1977) was an American singer, musician and actor. Regarded as one of the most significant cultural icons of the 20th century, he is often referred to as the “King of Rock and Roll” or simply “the King”.

“Heartbreak Hotel” was released in January 1956 and became the number one hit in the United States. With a series of successful network television appearances and chart-topping records, he became the leading figure of the newly popular sound of rock and roll. Elvis Presley died at the age of 42 at his mansion in Graceland, near Memphis, shocking his fans worldwide. By the time of his death, he had sold more than 600 million singles and albums. Since his death, Graceland has become a shrine for millions of followers worldwide. Elvis Presley is the only performer to have been inducted into three separate music Halls of Fame. Throughout his career, he set records for concert attendance, television ratings and recordings sales, and remains one of the best-selling and most influential artists in the history of popular music.
National Symbols

The national floral emblem of the United Stated is rose. The national bird is American Eagle. The national flag of the United States is the Stars and Stripes. The 50 stars represent 50 states and the 13 stripes represent 13 original colonies. The red color on the flag represents courage and the white color represents freedom. The blue color on the flag represents loyalty and justice.
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The Great Seal of the United Sates is the eagle with 13 arrows and olive branch. 13 arrows in the right talon and olive branch in the left talon symbolize that the United States has “a strong desire for peace, but will always be ready for war”.
The Great Seal of the United States is used to authenticate certain documents issued by the United States federal government. The phrase is used both for the physical seal itself, which is kept by the United States Secretary of State, and more generally for the design impressed upon it. The Great Seal was first used publicly in 1782.
Vocabulary:

1. immigrant      
[ˈɪmɪgrənt]

n.


移民

2. persecution


[ˌpɜ:sɪ'kju:ʃn] 

n.


迫害
3. colonial


[kəˈləʊniəl] 

n.


殖民地居民

4. hasten



[ˈheɪsn] 


v.


加速

5. sympathize


[ˈsɪmpə(aɪz] 

v.


同情
6. nuclear       

[ˈnju:kliə(r)] 

adj.


原子核的
7. subsequent


[ˈsʌbsɪkwənt] 

adj.


后来的

Exercises

I.  Try to answer the following questions according to your understanding of the text.
1. When did European settlement begin?

2. When and where did European colonists reach the New World?

3. How much do you know about the Independence Day and its origin?

4. When was Donald Trump inaugurated as the President of the United States?

5. What is Elvis Aaron Presley famous for?

II.  Read the following passage carefully, and make a comment on it at the end of the passage in no more than 100 words.
Columbus and a crew of 88 men left Spain on August 3, 1492, in three ships. On October 12, they stood on land again on an island that Columbus named San Salvador. 

He explored it, and the nearby islands of what is now known as Cuba and Hispaniola. He believed they were part of the coast of East Asia, which was called the Indies. He called the people he found there Indians. 

Columbus left about 40 men on the island to build a fort from the wood of one of the ships. He returned to Spain with captured natives, birds, plants and gold. Columbus was considered a national hero when he reached Spain in March, 1493. 
Columbus returned across the Atlantic Ocean to the Caribbean area five months later. This time, he had many more men and all the animals and equipments needed to start a colony on Hispaniola. He found that the protective fort built by his men had been destroyed by fire. Columbus did not find any of his men. 

Seven months later, Columbus sent five ships back to Spain. They carried Indians to be sold as slaves. Columbus also sailed back to Spain leaving behind some settlers who were not happy with conditions. Christopher Columbus made another trip in 1498, with six ships. This time he saw the coast of South America. The settlers were so unhappy with conditions in the new colony, Columbus was sent back to Spain as a prisoner. Spain’s rulers pardoned him.

In 1502, Columbus made his final voyage to what some was called the New World. He stayed on the Island of Jamaica until he returned home in 1504. 

During all his trips, Columbus explored islands and waterways, searching for a passage to the Indies. He never found it. He also did not find spices or great amounts of gold. Yet, he always believed that he had found the Indies. He refused to recognize that it was really a new world. 

Columbus’ voyages, however, opened up the new world. Others later explored all of North America.      
Comments:

Some argue that since China has made great achievements in ancient times, Chinese people are likely to lead the world again. Others argue that there is no certain relationship between China’s grand history and its future. 

What is your point of view?

Reference: 
Argument:

1. Reaching the historical peak in the Tang Dynasty

2. Predicting the future by finding evidence in the course of history

Counter-argument:

1. Belonging to the developing country

2. Having a gap in science and technology

Keys to Exercises
I.  Try to answer the following questions according to your understanding of the text.
1. European settlement began shortly after the first voyage of Columbus in 1492.
2. European colonists reached the Gulf and Pacific coasts, but the largest settlements were by the English on the East Coast, starting in 1607, while in 1620 the Mayflower transported Pilgrims to the New World. 
3. July 4 is the Independence Day. The United States began as an independent nation with the Declaration of Independence, drafted primarily by Thomas Jefferson on July 4, 1776.

4. Donald Trump was inaugurated as the 45th President of the United States on January 20, 2017. 

5. Elvis Aaron Presley was an American singer, musician and actor. He was regarded as one of the most significant cultural icons of the 20th century. He is often referred to as the “King of Rock and Roll” or “the King”.
II.  Read the following passage carefully, and make a comment on it at the end of the passage in no more than 100 words.
Open-ended.

Unit 3  Education and Recreation
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1. School Education

2. Famous Universities

3. Cultural Life

Formal education in the United States consists of elementary, secondary and higher education. Elementary and secondary education, which forms public education, is free and compulsory1. Higher education in the United States has been developing for more than 380 years from the founding of Harvard University. National basic values, especially the equality of opportunity are the representations of the educational institutions in the United States. The goal of the American education is to teach students how to learn and to help them reach their maximum potential, so American students are encouraged to express their own opinions in class and think for themselves. Creational and cultural life of Americans is plentiful and colorful, including movies, television, music and sports etc. 

School Education
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Educational institutions2 in the United States reflect the nation’s basic values, especially the equality of opportunity. From elementary schools through colleges, Americans believe that everyone deserves an equal opportunity to get a good education. In order to develop educated population, all the states have compulsory school attendance laws. These laws vary from one state to another, but they generally require school attendance from 6 to 16 years old. But most students attend school at least until high school graduation. The goal of the American education system is to teach children how to learn and to help them reach their maximum potential. About 80% of American children receive their elementary and high school education in public schools, which are supported by state and local taxes and do not charge tuition. American Public schools are locally controlled, and they are free and open to all at the elementary and high school, but public universities charge tuition and have competitive entrance requirements. While other American children go to private schools, which charge tuition and are not under direct public control although many states set educational standards for them. To attend a private school, a student must apply first and be accepted.

Most children start school at the age of five, by attending kindergarten, or even at the age of three or four by attending pre-school programs. Kindergarten teachers have taken on the job of introducing some academics3, such as teaching letters, numbers, colors and shapes. Still, there’s a lot of time for playing games and fun. Then there are 6 years of elementary school and usually 2 years of middle school, and 4 years of high school. Not all school systems have kindergartens, but all do have 12 years of elementary, middle school, and senior high school. School systems may divide the 12 years up differently.
After high school, the majority of students go on to college. Undergraduate studies lead to a Bachelor’s degree, which is generally what Americans mean when they speak of a college diploma4. The Bachelor’s degree can be followed by professional studies, which lead to degrees in professions such as law, medicine, and graduate studies which lead to master and doctoral degrees.

Higher education of the United States began with the founding of Harvard University in 1636. A university is much larger than a college. A university usually has several different colleges in it. Each college within a university has a special subject area. There may be a college of liberal arts where humanities, social science, natural science, and mathematics are taught. There may be a college of education where students learn to be teachers. A university always has programs for advanced or graduate study in a variety of subjects. There may be a medical school, a law school, and other advanced programs.
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A university program for undergraduates usually takes four years. In this way, a university and a college are alike. College students usually spend four years in school as well. A college, however, usually has only one or two kinds of programs. A college does not have graduate or professional programs in a variety of areas.

College students, like university students, usually have a high school diploma or its equivalent, when they enter college. Most students have completed regular high school programs. If a college student completes a course of study in the arts, he or she receives a Bachelor of Arts degree. In the sciences, the students receive a Bachelor of Science degree. If college students want to continue for a graduate or professional degree, they must go to a university. 
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Compared with universities and colleges, community colleges in the United States are quite different. The community college gives training for a variety of jobs, and also has an academic program. The programs of study in the community college usually last only two years. The community college serves the community, and anyone who lives nearby may go there. When community college students complete a two-year program, they receive an associate of Arts or associate of Science degree. Community colleges are nearly always publicly funded by the state, country, or city government, but not usually funded by religious groups.

Famous Universities

Harvard University was established in 1636, which is the oldest institution of higher education in the United States. Harvard University, which is based in Cambridge and Boston, has an enrollment of over 20,000 degree candidates, including undergraduate, graduate, and professional students. Harvard has more than 360,000 alumni around the world. Harvard University is devoted to excellence in teaching, learning, and research, and to developing leaders in many disciplines5 who make a difference globally. Harvard faculties are engaged with teaching and research to push the boundaries of human knowledge.
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For students who are excited to investigate the biggest issues of the 21st century, Harvard offers an unparalleled student experience and a generous financial aid program, with over $160 million awarded to more than 60% of their undergraduate students. The University has twelve degree granting schools in addition to the Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study, offering a truly global education.
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Yale University is an American private Ivy League research university in New Haven, Connecticut. Founded in 1701, it is the third oldest institution of higher education in the United States and one of the nine Colonial Colleges chartered before the American Revolution.

Yale is organized into 14 constituent schools: the original undergraduate college, the Yale Graduate School of Arts and Sciences and 12 professional schools. While the university is governed by the Yale Corporation, each school’s faculty oversees its curriculum and degree programs. In addition to a central campus in downtown New Haven, the university owns athletic facilities in western New Haven, a campus in West Haven, Connecticut and forest and nature preserves throughout New England. The university’s assets include an endowment valued at $25.4 billion as of June 2017, the second largest of any the American educational institution. The Yale University Library, serving all constituent schools, holds more than 15 million volumes and is the third-largest academic library in the United States.

Yale has graduated many notable alumni, including five the United States Presidents, 19 the American Supreme Court Justices, 20 living billionaires and many heads of states. In addition, Yale has graduated hundreds of members of Congress and many high-level the United States diplomats. 58 Nobel laureates, 5 Fields Medalists, 78 MacArthur Fellows, 247 Rhodes Scholars and 119 Marshall Scholars have been affiliated with the university.
Stanford University, officially Leland Stanford Junior University, is a private research university in Stanford, California, in Silicon Valley, 20 miles outside of San Jose. Because of its academic strength, wealth, and proximity to Silicon Valley, Stanford is often cited as one of the world’s most prestigious universities.

Stanford University was founded in 1885 by Leland and Jane Stanford in memory of their only child, Leland Stanford Jr., who had died of typhoid fever at the age of 15 the previous year. Stanford was a former Governor of California and the United States Senator, who made his fortune as a railroad tycoon. The school admitted its first students on October 1, 1891, as a coeducational and non-denominational institution.
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Stanford University struggled financially after Leland Stanford’s death in 1893 and again after much of the campus was damaged by the 1906 San Francisco earthquake. Following World War II, Provost Frederick Terman supported faculty and graduates’ entrepreneurialism to build self-sufficient local industry in what is later known as Silicon Valley. The university is also one of the top fund raising institutions in the country, becoming the first school to raise more than a billion dollars in a year.

The university is organized around three traditional schools consisting of 40 academic departments at the undergraduate and graduate level and four professional schools that focus on graduate programs in Law, Medicine, Education and Business. Stanford’s undergraduate program is one of the top three most selective in the United States. 
Cultural Life
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The history of Hollywood is sometimes separated into four main periods: the silent film era, classical Hollywood cinema, New Hollywood, and the contemporary period. American film studios collectively generate6 several hundreds of movies every year, making the United States the third most prolific producer of films in the world. The major film studios of Hollywood are the primary source of the most commercially successful movies in the world, such as Gone with the Wind, Titanic, and Avatar. The products of Hollywood today dominate the global film industry. 

To honor the outstanding film achievements of the film season, the first Academy Awards ceremony was held on May 16, 1929, and the 90th Academy Awards, honoring films in 2018, was held on February 25, 2018. 

Americans are also the heaviest television viewers in the world. By far, the most popular leisure-time activity is watching television. American programming consists mostly of game shows, talk shows, and never-ending soap operas. Evening entertainment consists mostly of sitcoms in a humorous way. There are also movies, adventure shows, dramas, and various weekly shows with the same cast of characters and general theme but a different story each week.
In general, more media, such as public television and radios, now provide Americans with news and entertainment than ever. Newspapers, magazines and traditional broadcast television organizations have lost some of their popularity. These public media receive money to operate from private citizens, organizations and government. Many of their programs are educational. At the same time, online, cable and satellite media have increased in numbers and strength. One dramatic change in American media is the increased success of cable television. It comes into most homes over wires. The computer has also changed American media.
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Elements from folk idioms, such as old-time music, Blues, were adopted and transformed7 into popular genres with global audience. Jazz was developed by innovators in the 20th century. Country music developed in the 1920s, and rhythm and Blues in the 1940s. In the mid-1950s, rock and roll became known to the Americans. More recent American creations include hip hop and house music. The history of country music is hundreds of years old. It is older than America itself. It begins with the immigrants from Scotland and Ireland who brought their traditional songs and instruments to the New World. There were new stories to tell, new troubles and heartaches to mourn. There were also new loves to sing about. New instruments started to be too. In many ways, rock is a mirror of American culture. In 1955, rock and roll was born in America, when “Rock Around the Click” was performed. So it was first known as “Rock and Roll” and then simply as “rock.” So far, rock and roll has been popular not only in the United States, but all over the world as well. Rock and roll grew mainly out of rhythm and Blues, and it was also influenced by country and western music. Rock and roll is a mixture of styles that work together, and it offers something to people of all ages.

Eight Olympic Games have taken place in the United States and it has won more gold medals than any other country in the summer and winter Olympic Games. International competition is not as important in American sports as it is in the sporting culture of most other countries.

The four most popular team sports are American baseball, football, basketball and ice hockey. The major leagues of these sports enjoy massive media exposure. As team sports, which appeal to Americans love of socializing and competing, they are both spectator sports and participatory8 sports.

Baseball is often called the national pastime. It is likely that the average individual Americans will attend many times more baseball games in their lives than football games. American football has grown in popularity with the advent of television over the last several decades. Basketball and ice hockey are the country’s next two leading professional team sports and basketball is also the world’s most popular indoor sport. 

Vocabulary:

1. compulsory      
[kəmˈpʌlsəri] 

   adj.

义务的
2. institution       
[ɪnstɪt'ju:ʃn]


n. 

机构
3. academic


[ˌækəˈdemɪk]   

adj.

学术的

4. diploma 


[dɪˈpləʊmə]


n. 

毕业证书

5. discipline


[ˈdɪsəplɪn]


n. 

学科
6. generate


[ˈdʒenəreɪt]


v.

使形成

7. transform        
[trænsˈfɔ:m]

  
v.

转化

8. participatory     
[pɑ:ˌtɪsɪ'peɪtərɪ]

adj. 
众人参与的

Exercises

I.  Try to answer the following questions according to your understanding of the text.
1. What is the goal of the American education system?
2. When did American children start their education?

3. When did higher education start in the United States?

4. How many famous universities do you know in the United States?

5. How many periods is the history of Hollywood separated into?

II.  Read the following passage carefully, and make a comment on it at the end of the passage in no more than 100 words.
Many studies have predicted there will be a great need for future workers skilled in jobs related to science, technology, engineering and math. In education, these areas of study are known as STEM.

Research suggests it is important to get students involved in STEM subjects as early as possible, starting in middle school or even before. 

While STEM education programs have been increasing in many areas across the United States, there remains a lack of interest in the subjects by many younger students. 

The United States Department of Education has estimated that once students reach their last year of high school, only 16% are interested in a STEM career. A department study also found that even among those who do choose to study STEM subjects in college, only about half decide to work in a STEM-related job.

A survey released this year by Pew Research Center asked American adults why they believe many young people do not want to study math and science subjects.

About 64% of those questioned said they think the main reason is that students consider STEM studies either too hard (52%) or too boring (12%). More than 20% blamed the lack of interest on the belief that a STEM degree might not be useful in the job market.

The study found about one third of Americans would tell a high school student seeking career guidance to study a STEM-related field. About 19 percent of them said they would suggest a health-related STEM career. And 14% would tell them to center on technology.

STEM careers made up about 13% of the total the United States work force in 2016. However, the number of STEM-related jobs-especially in health and computer areas-has risen much faster than other areas for years. 

Comments:

Some think that it is the right way to choose what you like as your major in university, while some think that the top university is the first choice but not your favorite major. 

What’s your point of view?

Reference:
Argument:

1. The fame and the reputation of the university

2. The value of diploma of the university

3. The teaching qualities of the university

Anti-argument:

1. Focusing on the interest first

2. Focusing on the job potential

3. Focusing on the future success

Keys to Exercises
I.  Try to answer the following questions according to your understanding of the text.
1. The goal of the American education system is to teach students how to learn and to help them reach their maximum potential.
2. Most children start school at the age of five, by attending kindergarten, or even at the age of three or four by attending pre-school programs.

3. Higher education of the United States began with the founding of Harvard University in 1636.
4. There are a lot of famous universities in the United States, such as Harvard University, Yale University, Stanford University, University of Chicago, Cambridge University, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Rice University, and University of California, etc. 

5. The history of Hollywood is sometimes separated into four main periods: the silent film era, classical Hollywood cinema, New Hollywood, and the contemporary period.
II.  Read the following passage carefully, and make a comment on it at the end of the passage in no more than 100 words.
Open-ended.

Unit 4  Politics and Economy
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1. Political System

2. Political Parties

3. Economy

4. Top Enterprises

Political parties in the United States are mostly dominated1 by a two-party system, though the Constitution has always been silent on the issue of political parties since it was signed in 1787. The Constitution was adopted on June 21, 1788, which is the oldest written constitution still in use. The two major parties of the United States are the Democratic2 Party and the Republican Party. The United States has a capitalist mixed economy, which is fueled by rich natural resources, a well-developed infrastructure, and high productivity. It lays emphasis on private ownership and private businesses to produce most goods and services. A lot of top enterprises emerge in the United States, such as IBM, Apple, Ford, Boeing, McDonald’s, Coca Cola and CNN, etc. 
Political System
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The outline of the government of the United States is laid out in the Constitution. The government was formed in 1789, making the United States one of the world’s first modern national constitutional republic. The United States is the world’s oldest surviving federation. The government is regulated by a system of checks and balances defined by the Constitution, which is a constitutional republic and representative democracy. The Constitution of the United States is a basic law from which the government gets all its power. It is the law that protects those who live in the United States from unreasonable actions by the national government or any state government.

The Constitution defines three branches of government. They are the legislative branch, which enacts laws; the executive branch, which enforces those laws; the judicial branch, which interprets laws. 
Legislative branch is called Congress, made up of two groups of legislators — the Senate and the House of Representatives. It makes federal laws, declares wars, approves treaties, as well as has the power of the purse and impeachment, by which it can remove sitting members of the government. A member of the Senate is addressed as the Senator. Members of the House of Representatives are called congressmen or congresswomen. The Senate is often referred to as the upper house, which has 100 members, two senators from each state. Both senators represent the entire state. Senators are elected for 6-year term. Every two years, one third of all senators face reelection.

The lower house, which is called the House of Representatives, has 435 voting members and all of whom are elected every two years. The number of the representatives from each state is determined by that state’s population. For seven states have the minimum of one representative, while California, the most populous state, has 53 representatives. For the purpose of electing representatives, each state is divided into congressional districts. The districts within a state are equal in population. One representative is elected from each district. One of a representative’s major duties is to protect the interests of the people in that district.    

The President is the nation’s chief executive. The President is the commander-in-chief of the military, who can veto legislative bills before they become laws, and appoints the members of the Cabinet and other officers, who administers and enforces federal laws and policies. The President also spends much of his time making decisions about foreign policy. A very large staff of advisers and other employees assist the President. 
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The judicial branch consists of the Supreme Court and lower federal courts, whose judges are appointed by the President with the Senate’s approval, interprets laws and overturns those they find unconstitutional. Federal laws cannot violate the terms of the Constitution. As a matter of fact, federal laws are in some way, controlled or affected by all three branches of the government—the Congress makes them; the President approves and enforces3 them; the courts determine what they mean and whether they are constitutional. 

Political Parties

The modern political party system in the United States is a two-party system dominated by the two major political parties—the Democratic Party and the Republican Party. These two parties have won every presidential election since 1852 and have controlled the Congress since 1856. Several other parties from time to time achieve relatively minor representation at the national and state levels.

At the time the Constitution was signed in 1787, there were no parties in the nation. Indeed, no nation in the world at that time had voter-based political parties. The need to win popular support in a republic led to the American invention of political parties in the 1790s. Americans were especially devising new techniques that linked public opinions with public policy through the party.

The Democratic Party is the oldest political party in the United States and among the oldest in the world. The Democratic Party, since the division of the Republican Party in the election of 1912, has consistently positioned itself to the left of the Republican Party in economic as well as social matters. In 2004, it was the largest political party, with 72 million voters claiming affiliation. The president of the United States, Obama, is the 15th Democrat to hold the office.

The Republican Party is often referred to as the Grand Old Party (GOP). Founded in 1854 by anti-slavery expansion activists and modernizers, the Republican Party rose to prominence with the election of Abraham Lincoln, the first Republican President. It is currently the second largest party with 55 million registered members. Former President George W. Bush is the 19th Republican to hold the office.
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Within American political culture, the Republican Party is considered center-right or conservative while the Democratic Party is considered center-left or liberal4. The states of the Northeast and West Coast and some of the Great Lakes states, known as “blue states”, are relatively liberal. The “red states” of the South and parts of the Great Plains and Rocky Mountains are relatively conservative.

In the early years of the United States, voting was considered a matter for state governments, and was commonly restricted to white men who owned land. Direct elections were mostly held only for the United States House of Representatives and state legislatures. Today, American citizens have almost universal suffrage from the age of 18, regardless of race, gender, or wealth, and both Houses of Congress are directly elected. 

The President serves a four-year term and may be elected to the office no more than twice. The President is not elected by direct votes, but by an indirect electoral college system in which the determining votes are apportioned to the states and the District of Columbia.

The President and the Vice President are elected together in a presidential election. The election is indirect, with the winner being determined by votes cast by electors of the Electoral College. In modern times, voters in each state select a slate of electors from a list of several slates, and the electors typically promise in advance to vote for the candidates5 of their party. Presidential elections occur on the Election Day, Tuesday between November 2 and 8, coinciding with the general elections of various other federal, states and local races. The winner of the 2008 presidential election, Democrat Obama, was the 44th President of the United States. The 2016 presidential campaign of Donald Trump was formally launched on June 16, 2015, at Trump Tower in New York City. Trump was the Republican nominee for President of the United States in the 2016 election, having won the most state primaries, caucuses, and delegates at the 2016 Republican National Convention. 
Economy 
The United States has the world’s largest national economy since at least the 1890s, compared with the European Union which has a larger collective economy, but it is not a single nation. The economy of the United States is a mixed economy and has maintained a stable overall GDP growth rate, a moderate unemployment rate, and high levels of research and capital investment. It is estimated that the United States GDP is the highest in the world, thus making it one of the world’s wealthiest nations. What’s more, the United States is the largest trading nation in the world. Its three largest trading partners are Canada, China and Mexico. Most of the economy is classified as services and the United States economy also maintains a very high level of output.
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Agriculture is a major industry in the United States, which is a net exporter of food. Although agricultural activity occurs in all states, it is particularly concentrated in the Great Plains, a vast expanse of flat, arable land in the center of the United States and in the region around the Great Lakes known as the Corn Belt. Corn, turkeys, tomatoes, potatoes, peanuts, and sunflower seeds constitute some of the major holdovers from the agricultural endowment of the Americas.
The Untied States remains the world’s largest manufacturer, representing a fifth of the global manufacturing output. Of the world’s 500 largest companies, 133 are headquartered in the United States. This is twice the total of any other country. The labor market has attracted immigrants from all over the world and its net migration rate is among the highest in the world. It is the largest importer of goods and the third largest exporter. Oil was the largest import commodity, while transportation equipment was the country’s largest export. China is the largest foreign holder of American public debt. About 60% of the global currency reserves have been invested in the American dollar, while 24% have been invested in the euro. The United States is one of the world’s largest and most influential financial markets.

The United States has a capitalist mixed economy, which is fueled by abundant6 natural resources, a well-developed infrastructure, and high productivity. It lays emphasis on private ownership and private businesses to produce most goods and services. Two thirds of the output goes to individuals, while one third is bought by government and business.
Top Enterprises
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IBM, which is short for International Business Machines Corporation, is an American multinational technology company headquartered7 in Armonk, New York, the United States. IBM operates in more than 170 countries with mobility centers in smaller market areas and major campuses in the larger ones. In New York City, IBM has several offices besides CHQ, including the IBM Watson headquarters at Astor Place in Manhattan. IBM has a large and diverse portfolio of products and services. These offerings fall into the categories of cloud computing, cognitive computing, commerce, data and analytics, Internet of Things, IT infrastructure, mobile, and security. IBM has one of the largest workforces in the world, and employees at Big Blue are referred to as “IBMers”. The company was among the first corporations to provide group life insurance, survivor benefits, training for women, paid vacations, and training for disabled people.
McDonald’s is an American fast food company, founded in 1940 as a restaurant operated by Richard and Maurice McDonald, in San Bernardino, California, the United States. They rechristened their business as a hamburger stand. The first time a McDonald’s franchise used the Golden Arches logo was in 1953 at a location in Phoenix, Arizona. In 1955, Ray Kroc, a businessman, joined the company as a franchise agent and proceeded to purchase the chain from the McDonald brothers. McDonald’s had its original headquarters in Oak Brook, Illinois, but moved its global headquarters to Chicago in early 2018. 
McDonald’s is the world’s largest restaurant chain by revenue, serving over 69 million customers daily in over 100 countries across approximately 36,900 outlets. Although McDonald’s is known for its hamburgers, they also sell cheeseburgers, chicken products, French fries, breakfast items, soft drinks, milkshakes, wraps, and desserts. In response to changing consumer tastes and a negative backlash because of the unhealthiness of their food, the company has added a lot to its menu, such as salads, fish, smoothies, and fruit. McDonald’s restaurants offer both counter service and drive-through service, with indoor and sometimes outdoor seating. 
Cable News Network (CNN) is an American basic cable and satellite television news channel owned by the Turner Broadcasting System, a division of Time Warner. CNN was founded in 1980 by American media proprietor Ted Turner as a 24-hour cable news channel. Upon its launch, CNN was the first television channel to provide 24-hour news coverage, and was the first all-news television channel in the United States.
While the news channel has numerous affiliates8, CNN primarily broadcasts from the Time  Warner Center in New York City, and studios in Washington, D.C. and Los Angeles. Its headquarters at the CNN Center in Atlanta is only used for weekend programming. CNN is sometimes referred to as CNN to distinguish the American channel from its international sister network, CNN International.
CNN is available in over 100 million American households. Broadcast coverage of the United States channel extends to over 890,000 American hotel rooms, as well as carriage on cable and satellite providers throughout Canada. As of July 2015, CNN is available to about 96,374,000 cable, satellite, and 82.8% of households with at least one television set in the United States. Globally, CNN programming airs through CNN International, which can be seen by viewers in over 212 countries and territories.
Vocabulary:
1. dominate


['dɒmɪneɪt]           v.

占主要地位
2. democratic


[ˌdeməˈkrætɪk]

adj.

民主的

3. enforce



[ɪnˈfɔ:s]



v.

实施

4. liberal



[ˈlɪbərəl]



adj.

自由主义的
5. candidate


[ˈkændɪdət]


n. 

候选人
6. abundant       
[əˈbʌndənt]


adj.

丰富的

7. headquarter     
['hed'kwɔ:tə]


n.

总部

8. affiliate        
[əˈfɪlieɪt]



n.

子公司

Exercises

I.  Try to answer the following questions according to your understanding of the text.
1. What is the Constitution of the United States?

2. What are three branches of the Constitution?

3. What are the two major political parties in the United States?

4. Is Donald Trump republican or democratic? 

5. How many top enterprises do you know in the United States?

II.  Read the following passage carefully, and make a comment on it at the end of the passage in no more than 100 words.
When presidents of the United States leave office, they draw a pension for life. But they also take on volunteer work, rallying Americans to respond after humanitarian disasters such as the hurricanes that recently struck the United States.

The five living former presidents are leading the One America Appeal to galvanize support for those flooded out of homes by Hurricane Harvey in Houston and along the Gulf Coast and those suffering from the destruction wrought by Hurricane Irma across Florida. 
The five presidents recorded public service ads urging Americans to donate to recovery efforts. Although the presidents delivered their messages from different places, they seamlessly finish each other’s sentences.
“Our country has witnessed catastrophic devastation. Hurricanes and flooding have upended lives and livelihoods,” Obama, who left the Oval Office eight months ago, begins the appeal.

“Across this great country, Americans have answered the call….” says Carter, who won a Nobel Peace Prize for his peacemaking and humanitarian efforts since his term ended in 1981.

“… A special calling that compels us, when others are down, to step up and do whatever it takes,” adds George W. Bush, Obama’s predecessor.
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It makes no difference that the Bushes are Republicans and that Carter, Clinton and Obama are Democrats.

“America’s at her best when against all odds, we come together and lift each other up,” says Clinton. He and George H.W. Bush, whom Clinton defeated in 1992, formed a self-described “political odd couple” and mounted joint appeals for help in 2005 after a devastating tsunami in Southeast Asia and Hurricanes Katrina and Rita in the United States.

In 2010, a year removed from the White House, the younger Bush teamed up with Clinton to raise $54 million after the earthquake that killed a quarter million people or more in Haiti.

Harvey hit close to home for the Bushes. The elder has lived in Houston for decades, although he was at his summer home in Kennebunkport, Maine, when Harvey struck.

Comments:

Some believe that charity organizations should help those who are in great need; some think that charity organizations should concentrate on those who live in their own country. 

What is your point of view?

Reference:
Argument:

1. Belonging to the human’s responsibility and obligation

2. Promoting economic development and enhance social harmony

3. Causing regional imbalance or conflicts

Anti-argument:

1. Helping local people more effectively

2. Making the contribution to one’s own country

3. Reconstructing the economy of one’s own country
Keys to Exercises
I.  Try to answer the following questions according to your understanding of the text.
1. The Constitution of the United States is a basic law from which the government gets all its power. It is the law that protects those who live in the United States from unreasonable actions by the national government or any state government.
2. They are the legislative branch, which enacts laws; the executive branch, which enforces those laws; and the judicial branch, which interprets laws. 
3. The two major political parties in the United States are the Democratic Party and the Republican Party. 

4. Donald Trump is republican and he is the 45th President to hold the office. 

5. There are a lot of top enterprises in the United States, such as Apple, Intel, IBM, KFC, McDonald’s, Google, Amazon, etc. 

II.  Read the following passage carefully, and make a comment on it at the end of the passage in no more than 100 words.
Open-ended. 

Unit 5  Culture and Customs
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1. Traditional Culture 

2. Literature Works 

3. Food Customs

The United States is probably most often generalized1 as a society of individuals and it has ethnically and racially diverse culture because of large-scale immigration from different countries throughout the world, so American holidays can be secular, religious, international, or uniquely American. In leisure time, Americans choose different kinds of recreational ways to rest and relax, including doing sports, reading, enjoying the cuisines, etc. A lot of popular literature works influence the life of Americans, such as The Scarlet Letter, The Old Man and the Sea, The Bluest Eye, and Things Have Changed, etc. Except for spiritual food, Americans also enjoy traditional cuisines, such as turkey, potatoes, corn, which were consumed by native Americans and early European settlers.

Traditional Culture
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It is very difficult to define general “American culture”. Different situations require different responses, and different people from different ethnic, religious, and regional backgrounds have different values. America is probably most often generalized as a society of individuals. Americans are taught from a very young age to think for themselves, to form and express opinions, and to do things without help. 

Today, the United States is ethnically and racially diverse as a result of large-scale immigration from many different countries throughout its history. Its chief early influences came from English settlers of colonial America. In contrary to popular belief, American culture severely predates the signing of the Declaration of Independence, with the migration into the region that is today the continental United States, as well as with its own unique social and cultural characteristics such as dialect2, music, arts, social habits, cuisine and folklore. American culture includes both conservative and liberal elements, military and scientific competitiveness, political structures, risk taking and free expression, materialist and moral elements. It also includes elements which evolved from Native Americans and the culture of African Americans and different cultures from Latin America. 
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American holidays can be secular, religious, international, or uniquely American. But, not all Americans observe the same holidays, and there are many holidays which are not legal holidays. Also, some holidays are celebrated only by certain religious or cultural groups. Apart from some other common national observances, there are six major national legal holidays in the United States: New Year’s Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day.

New Year’s Day is on January 1. The big celebration of this federal holiday begins at the night before New Year’s Eve, when Americans gather to wish each other a happy and prosperous coming year. Many Americans make New Year’s resolutions. The New Year is often “rung in” with bells and noisemakers. On New Year’s Day itself, there are many parades and college football games on the television.

Memorial Day is a federal holiday observed on the last Monday of May. It originally honored the people killed in the American Civil War, which has become a day on which the American dead of all wars, and the dead generally, are remembered in special programs held in cemeteries, churches, and other public meeting places.

Independence Day is on July 4. This federal holiday honors the nation’s birthday—the adoption of the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776. It is a day of picnics and patriotic3 parades, a night of concerts and fireworks. The flying of the American flag is widespread.

Labor Day is on the first Monday of September. This federal holiday honors the nation’s working people, typically with parades. For most Americans it marks the end of the summer vacation and the start of the school year.
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Thanksgiving Day is a federal holiday celebrated on the fourth Thursday in November. This holiday dates from America’s earliest days, when the Pilgrims had a feast. In the fall of 1621, they celebrated their first good harvest and gave thanks. This event was regarded as the nation’s first Thanksgiving. The Thanksgiving feast has become a national tradition and large family dinners are common, with turkey and pumpkin pies. More Americans will travel home for the Thanksgiving holidays than for Christmas Day.

Christmas Day is also a federal holiday celebrated on December 25. Christmas is a Christian holiday marking the birth of the Christ Child. Before Christmas, decorating houses and yards with lights, putting up Christmas trees, exchanging gifts, and sending greeting cards have become holiday traditions even for many non-Christian Americans. It is the Christmas tradition that Santa Claus brings gifts to good children.
Literature Works
The Old Man and the Sea is a short novel written by Hemingway in 1951 in Cuba, which was published in 1952. It was the last major work of fiction by Hemingway that was published during his lifetime. It tells the story of Santiago, an aging Cuban fisherman who struggles with a giant marlin far out in the Gulf Stream off the coast of Cuba. In 1953, The Old Man and the Sea was awarded the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction, and it was cited by the Nobel Committee as contributing to their awarding of the Nobel Prize in Literature to Hemingway in 1954. 
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Ernest Miller Hemingway (1899—1961) was an American novelist, short story writer, and journalist. His economical and understated style—which he termed the Iceberg Theory—had a strong influence on 20th century fiction, while his adventurous lifestyle and his public image brought him admiration from later generations. Hemingway produced most of his works between the mid-1920s and the mid-1950s, and won the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1954. He published seven novels, six short-story collections, and two non-fiction works. His three novels, four short story collections, and three non-fiction works were published posthumously4. Many of his works are considered classics of American literature. 

The Bluest Eye is a novel written by Morrison in 1970. The novel was set in 1941 and centered around the life of an African-American girl named Pecola who grows up during the years following the Great Depression in Lorain, Ohio. Due to her mannerisms and dark skin, she is consistently regarded as “ugly”. As a result, she develops an inferiority complex, which fuels her desire for the blue eyes she equates with “whiteness”. The point of view of the novel switches between the perspective of Claudia MacTeer, the daughter of Pecola’s foster parents, and a third-person narrator with inset narratives in the first person.        

Toni Morrison(1931—  )is an American novelist, essayist, editor, teacher, and professor emeritus at the Princeton University. Morrison won the Pulitzer Prize and the American Book Award in 1988 for Beloved. The novel was adapted into a film of the same name, starring Oprah Winfrey and Danny Glover in 1998. Morrison was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1993. In 1996, the National Endowment for the Humanities selected her for the Jefferson Lecture, the United States federal government’s highest honor for achievement in the humanities. She was honored with the 1996 National Book Foundation’s Medal of Distinguished5 Contribution to American Letters. Morrison wrote the libretto for a new opera, Margaret Garner, first performed in 2005. On May 29, 2012, Ex-President Barack Obama presented Morrison with the Presidential Medal of Freedom. In 2016, she received the PEN/Saul Bellow Award for Achievement in American Fiction. 

The Times They Are a-Changing is a song written by Bob Dylan and released as the title track of his 1964 album of the same name. Dylan wrote the song as a deliberate attempt to create an anthem of change for the time, influenced by Irish and Scottish ballads. Released as a 45-rpm single in Britain in 1965, it reached number nine in the British top ten.
Bob Dylan is an American singer, songwriter, author, and painter who has been an influential figure in popular music and culture for more than five decades. Much of his most celebrated work dates from the 1960s, when he became a reluctant “voice of a generation” with songs such as Blowing in the Wind and The Times They Are a-Changing that became anthems for the Civil Rights Movement and anti-war movement. In 1965, he controversially6 abandoned his early fan-base in the American folk music revival, recording a six-minute single, Like a Rolling Stone, which enlarged the scope of popular music. Bob Dylan has received many accolades throughout his long career as a songwriter and performing artist. Dylan’s professional career began in 1961 when he signed with Columbia Records. Fifty-five years later, in 2016, Dylan continued to release new recordings and was the first musician to receive the Nobel Prize in Literature. He won the Nobel Prize in Literature for having created new poetic expressions within the great American song tradition. 

Food Customs 
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Traditional American cuisines use some ingredients, such as turkey, potatoes, and corn, which were consumed by Native Americans and early European settlers. Wheat is the primary cereal grain. Slow-cooked pork and beef barbecue, potato chips, and chocolate chip cookies are distinctively American foods. Characteristic dishes such as apple pie, fried chicken, pizza, hamburgers, and hot dogs derive from the recipes of various immigrants. Americans generally prefer coffee to tea.

The American fast food industry, the world’s largest, pioneered the drive-through format in the 1930s. Fast food consumption has sparked health concerns7. American frequent dining at fast food outlets is associated with what public health officials call the American “obesity8 epidemic”. 
Vocabulary:

1. generalize       

[ˈdʒenrəlaɪz]

v.


概括

2. dialect


    
[ˈdaɪəlekt] 

n.


方言
3. patriotic



[ˌpeɪtriˈɒtɪk]

adj.


爱国的

4. posthumously


['pɒstjʊməslɪ] 
adv.


于著作者去世后出版地

5. distinguished


[dɪˈstɪŋgwɪʃt] 

adj.


杰出的
6. controversially      

[ˌkɒntrəˈvɜ:ʃlɪ]

adv.


具有争议地

7. concern



[kənˈsɜ:n]

 v.


顾虑

8. obesity


    
[əʊ'bi:sətɪ] 

 n.


肥胖

Exercises

I.  Try to answer the following questions according to your understanding of the text.
1. Why is the culture of the United States ethnically and racially diverse? 

2. How many major legal holidays are there in the United States and what are they?

3. When is Memorial Day in the United States?

4. How many distinguished American writers do you know?

5. What is the primary cereal grain in the United States?

II.  Read the following passage carefully, and make a comment on it at the end of the passage in no more than 100 words.
What do you think these names have in common? Royal, Charlie, Salem, Skyler, Justice, and Oakley. Well, in the United States, all of these names are considered fitting for girls and boys. They are considered gender-neutral. And modern American parents appear more willing than ever to consider the possibility of gender fluidity in their children.

Linda Murray is the head of Baby Center.com. She told the AP Associated Press, “This generation is truly interested in gender-neutral names.” The Social Security Administration puts out a list of most popular baby names every year based on its registrations. Observers say the gender-neutral names have not made it into the top ten. 

However, they say such names are heavily represented in the longer list. Younger parents seem especially likely to choose gender-neutral names for their babies. Pop culture and honoring family or religious history are important to baby naming. 

But more and more parents are choosing names that can be used for either sex. Some names just sound cool. Lori Kinkler, a psychologist in San Antonio, Texas, said she chose the gender-neutral name Riley for her daughter. She said if the 3-year-old does not identify as female later in life, she will not have to change her name. In Kinkler’s words, “I like that she feels she has options and knows she’ll be accepted by us.” Pamela Redmond Satran is a writer of The Baby Name Bible and Cool Names for Babies. She also writes about the subject online and is a founder of baby name site nameberry.com. Satran says possible gender fluidity is not the only reason parents choose unisex names. She says, “A lot of people choose unisex names because they think they’re cool or they’re meaningful to themselves but they raise their kids in a very gender-specific way.”                                                    
Comments:

Some people say the name is vital to a person; whereas some people hold the opposite opinion that names do not matter.

What is your point of view?

Reference:
Argument:

1. Deciding whether a person will be successful or not

2. Being easy to remember or not

3. Bringing good luck to the family 

Anti-argument:

1. Being only a sign 

2. Being easily changed

3. Having no special meaning

Keys to Exercises
I.  Try to answer the following questions according to your understanding of the text.
1. The culture of the United States is ethnically and racially diverse because of large-scale immigration from many different countries throughout its history.
2. There are six major national legal holidays in the United States: New Year’s Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day.
3. Memorial Day is a federal holiday observed on the last Monday of May each year. 
4. There are a lot of distinguished and famous writers in the United States, such as O Henry, William Faulkner, Alice Walker, Toni Morrison, Jack London, Ralph Waldo Emerson, Mark Twain, and Joseph Heller etc. 

5. Wheat is the primary cereal grain in the United States. 

II.  Read the following passage carefully, and make a comment on it at the end of the passage in no more than 100 words.
Open-ended.

Unit 6  Intercultural Communication

Knowledge to Learn

What Is Culture?

The word culture has many different meanings. For some, it refers to an appreciation of good literature, music, art, and food. However, for anthropologists and other behavioral scientists, culture is the full range of learned human behavior patterns. 
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There are three layers or levels of culture that are part of our learned behavior patterns and perceptions.

Most obvious is the body of cultural traditions that distinguish our specific society. When people speak of Italian, German, or Japanese culture, they refer to the shared language, traditions and beliefs that set each of these peoples apart from others. 

The second layer of culture that may be part of one’s identity is a subculture. In complex, diverse societies in which people have come from many different parts of the world often retain much of their original cultural traditions. As a result, they are likely to be part of an identifiable subculture in their new society. The shared cultural traits of subcultures set them apart from the rest of their society.
The third layer of culture consists of cultural universals. These are learned behavior patterns that are shared by all of humanity collectively. No matter where people live in the world, they share these universal traits.
What Is Intercultural Communication?

The term intercultural communication (ICC) was first used by Edward T · Hall in 1959 and was simply defined as interpersonal communication between people from different cultural backgrounds. It occurs when a member of one culture produces a message for consumption by a member of another culture. It consists of international, interethnic, interracial and interregional communication. 
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International communication takes place between nations and governments rather than individuals—it is quite formal and ritualized. Interethnic communication refers to communication between people of the same race but different ethnic backgrounds. Interracial communication occurs when the source and the receiver exchanging messages are from different races which are related to physical characteristic. Interregional communication refers to the exchange of messages between members of the dominant culture within a country. 
Intercultural communication is a universal phenomenon. It occurs everywhere in the world. And the communication between cultures has been going on for thousands of years. The communication between cultures today is happening continuously, taking place almost everyday. Today, thousands of Chinese students go abroad to study, and millions of foreign travelers come to China, and foreign artists come to China to give performances and many joint venture enterprises do business in many cities in China. These are all examples showing how prevalent intercultural communication is today.
Article to Read

Good Collaboration Is a Must
Lead-in

It’s no secret that today’s workplace is rapidly becoming vast, as the business environment expands to include various geographic locations and span numerous cultures. What can be difficult, however, is how to communicate effectively with individuals who speak another language, or who rely on different means to reach a common goal. In this new world, good cross-cultural communication is a must.
While many companies now offer training in the different cultures where the company conducts business, it is important that employees communicating across cultures practice patience and work to increase their knowledge and understanding of these cultures. This requires the ability to see that a person’s own behaviors and reactions are often culturally driven and that while they may not match our own, they are culturally appropriate.

If a leader or manager of a team is working across cultures or incorporates individuals who speak different languages, practice different religions, or are members of a society that requires a new understanding, he or she needs to work to convey this.

Consider any special needs the individuals on your team may have. For instance, they may observe different holidays, or even have different hours of operation. Be mindful of time zone differences and work to keep everyone involved aware and respectful of such differences.

Generally speaking, patience, courtesy and a bit of curiosity go a long way. And, if you are unsure of any differences that may exist, simply ask team members. Again, this may best be done in a one-on-one setting so that no one feels “put on the spot” or self-conscious, perhaps even embarrassed, about discussing their own needs or differences. 
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Next, cultivate understanding and tolerance. In doing this, a little education will usually do the trick. Explain to team members that part of the team that works out of the Australia office, for example, will be working in a different time zone, so electronic communications and/or return phone calls will experience a delay. Most people will appreciate the information and will work hard to understand different needs and different means used to reach common goals. However, when this is not the case, lead by example and make it clear that you expect to be followed down a path of open-mindedness, acceptance and tolerance.

When you communicate, keep in mind that even though English is considered the international language of business, it is a mistake to assume that every businessperson speaks good English. In fact, only about half of the 800 million people who speak English learn it as the first language. And, those who speak it as a second language are often more limited than native speakers.

When you communicate cross-culturally, make particular efforts to keep your communication clear, simple and unambiguous. And avoid humor until you know that the person you’re communicating with “gets it” and isn’t offended by it. Humor is notoriously culture-specific: many things that pass for humor in one culture can be seen as grossly offensive in another.
Finally, if language barriers present themselves, it may be in everyone’s best interest to employ a reliable, experienced translator. The translator can help everyone involved to recognize cultural and communication differences and ensure that all parties, regardless of geographic location and background, come together and stay together through successful project completion.
Cases to Study

Case Study 1 

A French woman who had just come to live in the United States said that she was really shocked by the way Americans behaved on the telephone. In some cases, when she attempted to converse with American acquaintances who answered her phone call, they would ask whom she wanted to speak with, and, without allowing her to continue, they would hand the phone over directly to the person she intended to speak with, as if they did not like chatting with her. On other occasions, she answered the phone, heard the voice of an acquaintance, and was surprised and hurt when the caller, instead of greeting and conversing with her, simply asked for somebody else. Apart from that, she sometimes felt a little annoyed because, unlike people in France, many American callers did not say anything to apologize for disturbing her.
Why did the French woman feel shocked and hurt by the way Americans behaved on the telephone?

Analysis 

1) In France, it is required that all calls begin with an apology for disturbing the answerer. 
2) They are also expected to begin the phone call by checking that they have reached the right number, identifying themselves, and then chatting with whoever has answered the phone, if this person is known to them. 
3) Only after some conversations may callers indicate their wish to speak with the person they have actually called to or speak to.

4) In contrast, callers in the United States only apologize when they feel they have called at an inappropriate time. They often ask for the person they want without identifying themselves or conversing with the answerer, even when that person is known to them.
Case Study 2 

John Rohrkemper is an American professor. It was his first time to teach in a Brazilian university and he was quite excited about it. His two-hour class was scheduled to begin at 10 a. m. and end at noon. On the first day, to his surprise, there was no one in the classroom when he arrived on time. Many students came after 10 a. m.; several arrived after 10:30 a. m. Two students came after 11 a. m. Although all the students greeted him as they arrived, few apologized for their lateness. Dr. Rohrkemper was very angry about students’ rude behaviors and decided to study the students’ behaviors. 

What will Dr. Rohrkemper find in his study about Brazilian students’ lateness?

Analysis 

1) In an American university, students are expected to arrive at the appointed hour. By contrast, in Brazil, neither the teacher nor the students always arrive at the appointed hour. 
2) Classes not only begin at the scheduled time in America, but also end at the scheduled time. In the Brazilian class, only a few students leave the class at noon; many remain past 12:30 to discuss the class and ask more questions. While people’s arriving late may not be very important in Brazil, neither is staying late.

3) People from Brazilian and North American cultures have different feelings about lateness. In Brazil, they believe that a person who usually arrives late is probably more successful than a person who is always on time. 
4) In fact, Brazilians expect a person with status or prestige to arrive late, while in the United States, lateness is usually considered disrespectful and unacceptable. 
5) Consequently, if a Brazilian is late for an appointment with an American, the American may misinterpret the reason for the lateness and become angry.
Case Study 3 

Once a U.S. automobile manufacturer was shown on television, and he tried to make a sale to some Japanese automobile firms. He was dressed in a boldly patterned cardigan sweater; his hosts were all in dark suits and white shirts. The TV camera caught a few of the hosts repeatedly looking at his sweater with something like alarm in their eyes, and looking away again. Finally it was reported that he failed to make even a single sale.

Do you think the sweater the U.S. salesman wore was a factor in his failure to make a single sale? 

Analysis
1) Businessmen from the United States often dress informally, in sweaters and slacks, or in short-sleeved shirts without jackets. When they are in very warm countries, they may wear shorts for leisure. This attire can be acceptable in certain situations, but it can also appear disrespectful toward the other culture. 

2) In Japan, a businessman wears a dark suit with a white shirt. A serious, responsible businessman will be expected to dress like this.

3) The American salesman in this case was acting according to ideas about dress that seemed appropriate in his culture. But in the Japanese culture, this kind of dress is considered very inappropriate for such a formal business occasion.
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