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UNIT 1

MYTHOLOGY

\

v
GOALS

0 To get some basic information about Greek mythology, such
as the characters and the stories;

@ To become aware of the influence of Greek mythology;
@ To compare the stories of world creation in different cultures;

QTO acquire some words and expressions about Greek
mythology.

)

©
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KWarming-up

Answer the following questions:

1. Do you know some Chinese myths and legends about the creation of the world and human
beings? What are they?

2. According to Greek mythology, how was the world created?

3. Have you noticed the influence of Chinese legends and Greek mythology? Give some

examples.

Reading

Introduction to Mythology”

“Myth has two main functions,” the poet and scholar Robert
Graves wrote in 1955. “The first is to answer the sort of awkward
questions that children ask, such as “Who made the world? How
will it end? Who was the first man? Where do souls go after
death?’... The second function of myth is to justify an existing
social system and account for traditional rites and customs.” In
ancient Greece, stories about gods and goddesses and heroes and
monsters were an important part of everyday life. They explained
everything from religious rituals to the weather, and they gave

meaning to the world people saw around them.

Greek Mythology: Sources

In Greek mythology, there is no single original text like the

* http://www.history.com/topics/ancient-history/greek-mythology



Christian Bible or the Hindu Vedas that introduces all of the myths’
characters and stories. Instead, the earliest Greek myths were part
of an oral tradition that began in the Bronze Age, and their plots
and themes unfolded gradually in the written literature of the
archaic and classical periods. The poet Homer’s 8th-century BC
epics the lliad and the Odyssey, for example, tell the story of the
(mythical) Trojan War as a divine conflict as well as a human one.
They do not, however, bother to introduce the gods and goddesses
who are their main characters, since readers and listeners would

already have been familiar with them.

Around 700 BC, the poet Hesiod’s Theogony offered the
first written cosmogony, or origin story, of Greek mythology. The
Theogony tells the story of the universe’s journey from nothingness
(Chaos, a primeval void) to being, and details an elaborate
family tree of elements, gods and goddesses who evolved from
Chaos and descended from Gaia (Earth), Uranus (Sky), Pontus
(Sea) and Tartarus (the Underworld).

Later Greek writers and artists used and elaborated upon these
sources in their own work. For instance, mythological figures and
events appear in the Sth-century plays of Aeschylus, Sophocles and
Euripides and the lyric poems of Pindar. Writers such as the 2nd-
century BC Greek mythographer Apollodorus of Athens and the
Ist-century BC Roman historian Gaius Julius Hyginus compiled

the ancient myths and legends for contemporary audiences.

Greek Mythology: The Olympians

At the center of Greek mythology is the pantheon of deities
who were said to live on Mount Olympus, the highest mountain in
Greece. From their perch, they ruled every aspect of human life.
Olympian gods and goddesses looked like men and women (though
they could change themselves into animals and other things) and
were—as many myths recounted—vulnerable to human foibles

and passions.
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archaic adj. YCH; BRIHAY
epic n. i

divine adj. #H2EM; HHHY

Theogony n. { #iji )
cosmogony 7. T HFK18;
SEHT IR

primeval adj. J5 U5 )5 47
Y

void n. Z5 g

elaborate adj. PRI ; i

HIVER

lyric adj. 17151
mythographer n. i {E#;
HE A

compile v, 4ii%; Fitdil; gt
contemporary adj. [F]HH&

05 4R

pantheon n. J7 il

perch n. [EAVARR LY N

recount v. G

foible 7. 55 555 /M
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The twelve main Olympians are:

Zeus (Jupiter, in Roman mythology): the king of the gods of
Mount Olympus (and father to many) and god of weather, law and
fate

Hera (Juno): the queen of the gods of Mount Olympus and
goddess of women and marriage

Aphrodite (Venus): goddess of beauty and love

Apollo (Apollo): god of prophesy, music and poetry, and
knowledge

Ares (Mars): god of war

Artemis (Diana): goddess of hunting, animals and childbirth

Athena (Minerva): goddess of wisdom and warfare

Demeter (Ceres): goddess of agriculture and grain

Dionysos (Bacchus): god of wine, pleasure and festivity

Hephaestus (Vulcan): god of fire, metalworking and sculpture

Hermes (Mercury): god of travel, hospitality and trade and
Zeus’ personal messenger

Poseidon (Neptune): god of the sea

Other gods and goddesses sometimes included in the roster
of Olympians are:

Hades (Pluto): god of the underworld

Hestia (Vesta): goddess of home and family

Eros (Cupid): god of sex and minion to Aphrodite

Greek Mythology: Heroes and Monsters

Greek mythology does not just tell the stories of gods
and goddesses, however. Human heroes—such as Heracles,
the adventurer who performed 12 impossible labors for King
Eurystheus (and was subsequently worshipped as a god for his
accomplishment); Pandora, the first woman, whose curiosity
brought evil to mankind; Pygmalion, the king who fell in love
with an ivory statue; Arachne, the weaver who was turned into
a spider for her arrogance; handsome Trojan prince Ganymede
who became the cupbearer for the gods; Midas, the king with the
golden touch; and Narcissus, the young man who fell in love with

his own reflection—are just as significant. Monsters and “hybrids”

prophesy 7. il

festivity n. KPR ; AKEE, RS

roster n. 1644

minion n. %JL; WA

ivory adj. FLEAARY; G
pilli]
cupbearern. PN, HEHEA



(human-animal forms) also feature prominently in the tales: the
winged horse Pegasus, the horse-man Centaur, the lion-woman
Sphinx and the bird-women Harpies, the one-eyed giant Cyclops,
automatons (metal creatures given life by Hephaestus), manticores
and unicorns, Gorgons, pygmies, Minotaurs, Satyrs and dragons
of all sorts. Many of these creatures have become almost as well

known as the gods, goddesses and heroes who share their stories.

Greek Mythology: Past and Present

The characters, stories, themes and lessons of Greek
mythology have shaped art and literature for thousands of years.
They appear in Renaissance paintings such as Botticelli’s Birth of
Venus and Raphael’s Triumph of Gala-tea and writings like Dante’s
Inferno; Romantic poetry and libretti; and scores of more recent

novels, plays and films.

C(% Reading Comprehension

Unit 1 Mythology

prominently adv. B

Inferno n. b )

@ Decide whether the following statements are true or false. Write T for true

and F for false.

the Bronze Age.

1) The story of the Trojan War is told in the /liad and the Odyssey by Homer in

2) Olympian gods and goddesses share weaknesses with humans.

3) Among the twelve main Olympians, half are male.

of the gods and goddesses.

4) The monsters in Greek mythology have their own stories separated from those

5) Greek mythology has exerted great influence on art and literature throughout

human history.

@ Answer the following questions with the information from the passage.

1) According to the passage, what are the two main functions of mythology?

2) What are the features of the earliest Greek myths?

3) Which work offered the first written introduction to a family tree for Greek

mythology?
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4) What do Olympian gods and goddesses look like?
5) According to the passage, besides gods and goddesses, who else is Greek mythology
about?

Match the characters in Greek mythology with the correct information.

_ 1) Aphrodite A. fulfilled the 12 tasks for King Eurystheus.
_2) Heracles B. was crazy about his own image in the river.
~3) Midas C. was in charge of beauty and love.

4) Narcissus D. was a horse with wings.
_5) Pegasus E. turned everything he touched into gold.

‘H’ Language in Use

@ Fill in the blanks with the words from the word bank. Make changes when

necessary.
myth justify namesake elaboration passion
divine hospitality contemporary reflection prominent
1) My next-door neighbour Sir Roger is very ; he keeps his doors open.
2) Aristotle agrees with those who deny that slavery is by war or conquest.
3) She made preparations for the party, but no one showed up.
4) Educational systems more often than not the essential nature of that
society.
5) When people spoke of the , they were usually talking about an aspect of
the mundane.
6) achievements have been made in electronics and textiles processing
industries.
7) There are too many , causing great difficulty to the administration of

residential registration.
8) Another interesting group of names comes from
9) China is a high-risk natural disaster country viewed historically and
10) The city of Dallas was wild with excitement, and the fans were and

knowledgeable.



@ Translate the following paragraph into Chinese.

Unit 1 Mythology

At the center of Greek mythology is the pantheon of deities who were said to live on

Mount Olympus, the highest mountain in Greece. From their perch, they ruled every aspect

of human life. Olympian gods and goddesses looked like men and women (though they could

change themselves into animals and other things) and were—as many myths recounted—

vulnerable to human foibles and passions.

“ -
[R Oral Practice

@ Read the passage again and summarize what you have learned about Greek

mythology. You may use the following expressions.

Olympian gods and goddesses source epics

Theogony

heroes and monsters literature Renaissance

The Creation’

Perhaps the most confusing aspect of this myth is the
extensive use of names that seem difficult to non-native Greek
speakers to pronounce. This sometimes causes frustration and
loss of track when trying to establish the continuing relationship
between these characters in the birth of the world. So, please be
patient and try to associate these names with the characters and

events that took place.

It all started when Chaos, Gaea (Earth) and Eros started
sleeping with each other, leading to the Gods. So, in Greek
mythology, the creation of the world starts with the creation of the
different classes of Gods. In this instance, the term “gods” refers to
the characters that ruled the Earth (without necessarily possessing

any divine attributes) until the “real” Gods, the Olympians, came.

* https://www.greekmythology.com/Myths/The_Myths/The Creation_Il/the creation
ii.htmla

extensive adj. | 1ZI); KEM
frustration . P&t
establish v T37.; AllJp

associate v, E}%w, ﬁﬁﬂfﬁ\

attribute n. J&ME; 45T
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So after this brief introduction, the next step is to examine the
creation of the Gods (which really is the same thing, it’s just that
when you are interested in the creation of the world, you look at
the very beginning of the creation of the Gods; while to examine

the creation of the Gods, you have to look a little deeper).

Hesiod’s Theogony is one of the best introductions we have
on the creation of the world. According to Hesiod, three major
elements took part in the beginning of creation: Chaos, Gaea, and
Eros. It is said that Chaos gave birth to Erebus and Night, while
Uranus and Oceanus emerged from Gaea. Each child had a specific
role, and Uranus’ duty was to protect Gaea. Later, the two became
a couple and were the first Gods to rule the world. They had twelve
children known as the Titans, three known as the Cyclopes, and

three Hecatoncheires, the hundred-handed Giants.

The situation from here on, however, wasn’t very peaceful.
Uranus was a cruel father, afraid that he might be overthrown
by his children; thus, he decided that his children belonged deep
inside Gaea, hidden from himself and his kingdom. Gaea,
infuriated with this arrangement, agreed at first, but later chose
to help her children. She devised a plan to rid her children from
their tyrant father and supplied her youngest child Cronus with a
sickle. She then arranged a meeting for the two, in which Cronus
cut off his father’s genitals. The seed of Uranus which fell into the
sea gave birth to Aphrodite, while his blood created the Fates, the
Giants, and the Meliae nymphs.

Cronus succeeded his father in the throne and married his
sister Rhea. He also freed his siblings and shared his kingdom with
them. Oceanus was given the responsibility to rule over the sea and
rivers, while Hyperion guided the Sun and the stars. When Cronus
and Rhea started having their own children, Cronus was possessed

by the very same fears that haunted his father.

Cronus eventually decided that the best way to deal with this

problem was to swallow all his children.

overthrow v TH:#; F1{5

o Shl
infuriate v

devise v %11; fHH
rid v (N i
sickle . 8§ JJ

4L
T

e 1L

genitals n. A= B

succeed v 4k ; R

eventually adv. 5 ;

o
R
PN
_H



Of course, Rhea was very displeased and devised a plan to
free her children. She managed to hide her youngest child, Zeus,
from Cronus, by tricking him into swallowing a stone wrapped in

infant clothes instead of the baby himself.

The great Zeus was brought up by the Nymphs on Mount
Dikti in the island of Crete. In order to cover the sound of his
crying, the Kouretes danced and clashed their shields. As Zeus
entered manhood, he gained the strength that few would dare
dream of. He overthrew his father, and freed his siblings from his

father’s stomach, taking the throne and the rule of the universe.

Human Race

According to the myths, the immortal Gods thought that it
would be interesting to create beings similar to them, but mortal, in
order to inhabit the earth. As soon as the mortals were created, Zeus,
the leader of the Gods, ordered the two sons of the Titan lapetus,
Prometheus and Epimetheus, to give these beings various gifts in
the hope that the mortals would evolve into interesting beings, able

to amuse the Gods.

So the two brothers started to divide the gifts among
themselves in order to give them to the earth’s inhabitants.
Epimetheus gave the gift of beauty to some animals, agility on
other animals, strength in others, and agility and speed to some.
However, he left the human race defenseless, with no natural
weapons in this new kingdom. Prometheus, who liked the human
race, upon realizing what had happened, promptly distributed
his own gifts to mankind. He stole reason from Athena, giving it
to man. He then stole fire from the gates of Hephaestus, to keep
human race warm. Prometheus then became the protector of the

human race, and shared with it all the knowledge he had.

This new situation angered Zeus, for fire until now had been a
gift only reserved for the Gods and he did not want the human race
to resemble the Gods. Zeus’ next step was to punish Prometheus.

And a heavy punishment it was. Zeus chained Prometheus on a

Unit 1 Mythology

shield n. Ji5 5 B4R

immortal adj. N7 HY; K

P

agility n. {5, RiE; MU

promptly adv. I, 7Rl
Hu;

reserve v fili s (REH; T2y

resemble v Z4fb), 1%
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peak in the Caucasus, which was believed to be at the end of the
world. He had an eagle eat his liver every single day for thirty
years. At the end of each day, Prometheus’ liver would grow back
again, so he would have to suffer all over again. After thirty years,

Heracles released Prometheus from his nightmare.

Olympians

The term Olympians refers to the twelve Gods of Mount
Olympus, which is located in the northern central part of Greece.
This mountain was believed to be sacred throughout ancient
times and considered the highest point on earth. These Gods that
ruled on Mount Olympus also ruled the lives of all mankind. Each
and every single God (or Goddess) had their own character and
domain. Gods in mythology were very human like. They had the
strengths and weaknesses of mortals (as we know them today),
truly made to represent each and every side of human nature. They

also supported justice, as seen from their own point of view.

Gods even had children with mortals, which resulted in
demigods like Heracles. The most amazing observation is how the
traits of the Gods expressed human nature in its complete form.
Strength, fear, unfaithfulness, love, admiration, beauty, hunting,
farming, education; there was a God for every human activity
and expression. These Gods weren’t just ideal figures. They were
beings with their own limitations. They expressed anger, jealousy
and joy, just like humans. Each God ruled their own realm, apart

from Zeus, who was omnipotent and ruled all.

release v BEIi; &4t

sacred adj. #HiE); HIZEH)

domain n. 4735,

demigod n. A2 A

trait n. ‘H“‘ll s "Ht“h

realm n. 400, JERE;
omnipotent adj. TG A fig

o, 4



Unit 1 Mythology

zﬂmg Extended Activities

@ Complete the theogony based on the information from the passage.

1) Gaea Eros
ﬁ‘—\ |
Night Erebus | |
2) Oceanus
Aphrodite Titans
Cyclopes ‘ Hecatoncheires
3
) Cronus %—i 4)
The Giants
5) & other Olympian
The Meliae nymphs —— gods and goddesses

@ Answer the following questions based on the understanding of the passage.

1) What is the relationship between Gaea and Uranus?
2) According to the passage, what were Hecatoncheires?
3) How was Cronus overthrown?

4) Why were humans created?

5) Who became the protector of human beings?

Translate the following paragraphs into English.

EERBHRFBHE N2 — TEH I S E ARG, Al 7E3 Y BUBKIT i L
—ilt. MRS TN B MR T TN B RS R A S
KRABHNEAES, TR RIS A0 17k, 2T AL, KA R .

TERXZ G, 24T 17— 5 NI &I XA SO E Bels i (1 3l (i e
—WR iz, W NS BRI — 3L, e NS Al
RTBAER T, B SKBAEAE A T o A ALE B FAR BT 2B . B 3E 57 1
AR B ORI ZE , X W AP PRt , At R K A AR T2t
SR, EBORMBHBEEGE TR, it e gy A2k,

11



12

o XMk s

% Exploring

Work in groups to prepare for a feature report for the Cultural Kaleidoscope
column in the campus newspaper to introduce the differences and similarities
between myths of different cultures. Your group work can be divided into the
following steps.

Step 1  Search for myths and legends in different countries about the stories like world
creation, the origin of human beings, love between god and humans, etc.

Step 2 Read the stories and make comparisons and contrasts in groups, then work out
the similarities and differences. You may even go further to explore the cultural
differences embodied in the stories.

Step 3 Compile and improve your feature report. Don’t forget to add some pictures to

illustrate what you want to share with your readers.

B Mini-pedia

Do You Know?

Many consumer products get their names from Greek
mythology. Nike sneakers are the namesake of the goddess
of victory, for example, and the website Amazon.com is
named after the race of mythical female warriors. Many
high school, college and professional sports teams (Titans,
Spartans and Trojans, for instance) also get their names from

mythological sources.
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£l Reflection

Achievements Yes No

I am familiar with some Greek myths and the characters.

I am aware of the influences of Greek mythology in the human history.

I have understood that there are both similarities and differences between

myths and legends of different cultures.

I have acquired some useful words and expressions related to Greek

mythology.

13



