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«MLead-in Scenario Task

Suppose a promotional video competition entitled “Hello, Lingnan” will be held

recently and you intend to sign up for the contest, what typical cultural traits will you

choose to interpret about Lingnan in your eyes?

«M Inspirational Quotes
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We will improve our capacity for engaging in international communication so as

to tell China’s stories well, present a true, multi-dimensional and panoramic view of

China, and enhance our country’s cultural soft power.

—Xi Jinping
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Culture is a country and nation’s soul. Our country will thrive only if our culture

thrives, and our nation will be strong only if our culture is strong.

—Xi Jinping



% Introduction’

Lingnan culture is an integral part of splendid Chinese culture. It generally refers
to the culture of Guangdong and nearby provinces in southeastern China. Based on the
unique geographical environment and historical conditions, Lingnan culture originated
from agricultural culture and marine culture. In the process of its development, Lingnan
culture constantly absorbed and integrated the culture of Central Plains (H1 /513 k) and
overseas culture, and gradually formed its own unique characteristics as pragmatism,
openness, innovation and accommodation (553% . . G#r. f1%). Excavated (12
PR objects from Lingnan ancient sites indicated that Lingnan culture is native culture.
The word “Lingnan” comes from the Eastern Zhou Dynasty (770 BC-221 BC), generally
referring to Guangdong, Guangxi and the north of Vietnam. The nationality here was
called Nanyue. In terms of geography, Lingnan culture can be divided into three cultural
branches in the Pearl River Drainage Area (¥£717i8)—Guangdong culture, Guangxi
culture and Hainan culture.

Guangdong province is located in the southernmost part of the Chinese mainland. It
adjoins (filt %) Fujian province in the east and Jiangxi and Hunan provinces in the north.
To the west, it is Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region, and to the south the South
China Sea. China’s second-largest river—the Pearl River—flows through Guangdong. To
the east of the Pearl River Estuary (¥k71.I1), it is the Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region and to the west, the Macao Special Administrative Region. The southwestern
Leizhou Island in Guangdong is separated from Hainan province by the Qiongzhou
Strait (B 1EE0k).

Due to its geographical advantage, Guangdong is the first province in China to
conduct maritime trade and international migration. As one of the frontiers of China’s
reform and opening-up policy, Guangdong has grown to be the fastest economically
developing province in China with the most advanced business and trade and a great
deal of market vigor (737G /J), attracting millions of investors from both home and
abroad. Besides, more than 30 million overseas Chinese from 160 countries and regions
attribute their hometown to Guangdong. With the combination of overseas Chinese
culture and local culture, the culture in Guangdong is a unique and important part of
the Lingnan culture. The folk arts and customs also lay a rich foundation for Guangdong
culture. As the centerpiece of Lingnan culture, it consists of Cantonese (J* Jff), Teochew
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(#9l1) and Hakka (&%) cultures.

Guangzhou is the center of Cantonese culture along the Pearl River and the most
outstanding part of Lingnan Culture. As the main port of the Maritime Silk Road (7 I
2228 7 %), the city has always been the political, economic and cultural center of South
China for more than 2,000 years. It has a 4,000-year civilization that can trace its roots
to the Neolithic period (Hi A #5H1L). As a result of the mixture of ethnic minority
cultures, Han culture and foreign cultures, Cantonese culture is famous for its diversity
and vitality.

As indicated by archaeological (%5 2#[1) relics and historic sites, humanism,
pragmatism, enterprise and innovation (AAX, 5552, #EHC. GI#) are major
elements of Cantonese culture. These cultural elements often find their expression in
architecture, customs, gardening, business, religion and other forms of art. For example,
Xiguan Residential House (J§5¢ KJZ) and Qilou Building (Arcade Building) of late
Qing Dynasty are all typical Lingnan style architecture, built in consideration of the
unique geographic and climate features in the Lingnan area. The rich connotations,
diversity and uniqueness of Cantonese culture are reflected in languages, music, operas,
calligraphy, painting, poems, architecture, bonsai (#55%), handicraft, folk customs and

cuisines.

(634 words)

1 This passage is adapted from the article on the website of “English.GZ.gov.cn”.

Text A

Lingnan Culture in History

%Expressions of Moral Education Reflected in Text A

1. With agriculture and marine expedition at its core, Lingnan culture has constantly
drawn strength from Central Plains culture and foreign cultures. I Rg SCALLIAR A
EPEERIS A%, ARSI MRS T4

2. embracing globalization & B4 BRI IR



Unit 1 Overview of Lingnan

.\@ Lead-in Questions

1.  How many schools of Chinese culture do you know?
2. What does Lingnan area refer to?
3. What sub-cultures does Lingnan culture consist of?

4. What elements are included in Lingnan culture?

Lingnan Culture in History'

Chinese culture can be roughly divided by region into Central Plains School’,
Manchu School’, Huxiang School®, Jiangsu Zhejiang School’, Bashu School®, Qilu
School” and Lingnan School of South China. Every school has its ups and downs in the
past. For example, Central Plains School mainly in Central China was once represented
as the mainstream of traditional Chinese culture. As the backbone of Chinese culture
for thousands of years, it still has a deep-rooted influence over China. However, in the
revolutionary 20th century, it’s the Huxiang School in Hunan and Hubei provinces that
strongly influenced China with its outstanding national scholars, thinkers, military
talents and revolutionary heroes, like Mao Zedong, Huang Xing, Tan Sitong and Liu
Shaoqi. Today, Lingnan School of South China seems to reach its prime, accompanied
with the rapid social changes in the southern coastal areas in China and with China’s
focus shifting from the planned economy to the socialist market economy.

Guangdong has a long tradition of openness and flexibility, a favorable geographic
location, an ambition for prosperity and a deep-rooted love for the richness of life. As the
capital of Guangdong Province, Guangzhou is the center of Cantonese culture along the
Pearl River and the most outstanding example of Lingnan culture. Its history began with
a beautiful legend of five fairy rams, which probably reflects the locals” strong desire for
a prosperous and peaceful life, rather than the wars between evil and good as in other
places in China. And Zhenhailou (Five-story) Tower® displays the unique personality and
temperament of the Yue people, who took the snake as their totem. A great number of
ancient sculptures depicting the friendship between man and snake are found among the
ancient objects unearthed from the tomb of the Nanyue King Zhao Tuo’. But strangely
enough, Cantonese would still like to have snake meat on the table today.

Here you probably want to know more about this robust Lingnan culture and its
remarkable evolution. Lingnan culture refers to the culture of Guangdong and the nearby
provinces in southeastern China, consisting of Cantonese culture'®, Teochew culture'

and Hakka culture'’. There are a lot of elements contained in Lingnan Culture, such as
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traditional food culture, martial arts, architecture, visual arts, performing arts, literature,
language, philosophy, religions, traditional celebrations, etc. Lingnan Painting School,
Guangdong Music and Cantonese Opera, the most renowned of all local art forms, are
better known as the “Three Art Treasures of Lingnan”. Guangzhou Glazed Porcelain®,
Guangzhou Embroidery' and Guangzhou Carving'’ are also the art treasures of
Guangzhou folk culture. Due to its profound cultural connotation, Lingnan culture is

the subject of research at institutions such as the Center for Lingnan Culture.

Lingnan culture presents such characteristics as pragmatism, openness, innovation
and accommodation. The formation of such distinguishing cultural traits can be
attributed to its historical development. With agriculture and marine expedition at its
core, Lingnan culture has constantly drawn strength from Central Plains culture and
foreign cultures. Lingnan culture has set up a close tie with Central Plains culture since
the Qin Dynasty when Qin Shihuang, the first emperor, unified the whole land of China.
In the following dynasties, a lot of national celebrities contributed a great deal to the
development of Lingnan culture, including: Zhao Tuo of the Qin Dynasty; Ge Hong,
Madam Xian, Zhang Jiuling of the early Tang Dynasty; Han Yu, Liu Yuxi, Buddhist
master of Huineng'® and Jian Zhen of the Tang Dynasty; Yu Jing, Su Shi, Wen Tianxiang
and Chen Xianzhang of the Song Dynasty; Qu Dajun of the early Qing Dynasty;
Hong Xiuquan, Lin Zexu, Kang Youwei and Liang Qichao of the late Qing Dynasty;
Dr. Sun Yat-sen of the Republic of China; Deng Xiaoping, the architect of China’s four
modernizations, who paid a prompt visit to South China, encouraging the locals to carry

out further the policy of reform.

Apart from what is mentioned above, international exchanges between Lingnan area
and western world have had an important influence over South China. Dharma from
India and businessmen from the Arabian area during the Tang Dynasty, a Marine Silk
Road between South China and Persian Gulf Region”, Christian civilization, Western

science and technology all have left behind a rich legacy in South China.

In the past century, Hong Kong and Macao were two important places where the
West meets the East in the world. Since 1980s, Guangdong has opened its doors widely
to the outside world, and is embracing globalization. Besides, with the migration of
the Cantonese people to many overseas communities, Lingnan culture has become an

influential cultural force in the international community.

All in all, Lingnan culture is considered to be a commercial, oceanic culture that

embodies the history of the region. Its foundation consists of a mix of Nanyue and
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Han Chinese (especially the Tang dynasty’s and the Song dynasty’s) influences, having

preserved a considerable amount of Tang-Song cultural heritages not preserved in

other branches of modern Han Chinese cultures. Lingnan later became Ming Empire’s

main contact point with Western Europeans via commerce, and thus came to include

European ideas in its arts and philosophy.

,\M New Words and Expressions
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temperament
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pragmatism

innovation

accommodation

marine
prompt
legacy
migration
embody
via

ups and downs

reach the prime

pilot city

reem]
"‘prosparos]
'temporomont]
'toutom ]
An's:0]
rou'bast]

rr'nauvnd]

kono'terfn]

Jamou'verfn]

e.kome'delfn]

'legosi]
mar'greifn]

mm'bodi]

'

[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[:
['preegmotizom]|
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[

vaio|

n.
adj.
n.
n.
.
adj.
adj.
n.
n.
n.
n.
n.

adj.

prep.

A=

FEoR

it

i

S

e XA

Wi

S ST XY
B

gy ; e

HEAEE

LAY

i

s

LT %

IR E i

AR

(912 words)



AZFHE
IS RIS IL B

-\@ Notes
1.

2.

10.

This passage is adapted from the article on the website of “NewsGD.com”.
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‘\@Assignments
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e 0NyAD After-reading Exercises

I. Complete the following passage with the words and expressions from
the box.

migration prime market opened its door outstanding
openness pilot Hakka ups and downs pragmatism
Various schools of Chinese culture went through its (1) in Chinese

history, starting from Central Plains School, Manchu School, Huxiang School,
Jiangsu Zhejiang School, Bashu School and Qilu School. Today, it seems that Lingnan
School of South China is in its (2) with the speedy social changes in
Southern China coastal areas and China’s shift from the planned economy to the
(3) economy. No wonder that Guangdong has been chosen twice as one of
the five (4) cities that are opened to the outside world.

Guangdong has a long tradition of (5) and flexibility due to its
desire for prosperity, while its capital city Guangzhou is considered to be the center of

Cantonese culture and the most (6) example of Lingnan culture.

If you look a step further into Lingnan culture, it’s not difficult to find that
it's composed of three parts—Cantonese culture, Teochew culture and (7)
culture—with (8) , openness, innovation and accommodation as its
characteristics. In the last century, Deng Xiaoping, among numerous celebrities who
played active roles in promoting Lingnan culture, went to South China in person to
encourage locals to answer the call of China’s policy of reform and opening-up. Since
then, Guangdong has (9) widely to the outside world and is embracing
globalization. What's more, as the Cantonese’s (10) abroad, Lingnan culture

has grown to be a significant cultural force in the world.

II. Work in groups and discuss the following questions.

1. According to the passage, what are the characteristics of Lingnan culture? Besides

those, do you know any other characteristics of Lingnan culture?

2. Which city is the best manifestation of “openness” in Lingnan area? In what ways?
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